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VIiI-1. LUNCH HOURS.

Letter no. OM/R-2030/57—9492, dated the 19th November, 1957 from the Chief Secretary to
the Government of Bihar, to the Secretary to the Government, Labour Department.

I am to invite a reference to Rule 31 of the Secretariat Instructions which lays down that during
office hours a ministerial officer may have recess for lunch between 12 A. M. and 3 P. M. for not more
than half an hour. Actually, however, ministerial officers of the Secretariat do recess for lunch at any
time between 1030 A, M. and 5 P. M. and some of those who have an early or late lanch at the
Secretariat Canteen have recess for a second time between the hours permitted, viz,, between 12 A. M.
and 3P. M. In this way quite a large number of working hours are lost every day. Instructions are
being issued to the depart ments that provisions of Rule 31 of the Secrefariat Instructions should be
strictly enforced and that no ministerial ¢ fficer shou'd be allowed recess for mcre than half an hour on
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