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[92]
No. 12025/6/30-SCD (R.L. Cell)]

Government of india / Bharat Sarkar
Ministry of Welfare/Kalayan Mantralaya

New Delhi, Dated the 20th April, 1990
To '

The chief Secretary,
Government of Orissa,

Bhubaneshwar, '

Subjet: Issue of Scheduled Tribe certificate to Scheduled Tribe person who
converts from one reli igioin to another religion-Issue of Scheduled Tribe
certificate to offsprings of mter-caste married coupla-blarlﬁcation
Regarding.

Sir.

| am directead to refer to Ministry of Home Affairs (now Ministry of Weltare) Letter
no. 35/1/72/-R . (SCT.V) and 38/37/73- SCT.! dated 2nd May 1975 and 2#st May 1977
respectively in which a set of points/comprehensive legal position was circulgted to all the
State Governments/U.T. Administrations for-the guidance of the certificate Issuing authorities
before issue of Scheduled caste/Scheduled Tribe certificates. Representations have been
made to this Ministry that despite the insteyctions issued from Govesnment of india,
considerable amount of confusion seems to be prevailing in parts of Orissa, on the question
of issuing Scheduled Tribe certificates to Scheduled Tribe persons who were converted
into Christian religion and in the matter of extending the privileges olheswisa due to them
as scheduled Trlbes

2. ln_:fhls connection itis brought to the notice of the State Government/U.T. Admin-
istrations that where a person claims to be Scheduled Tribe by birth, he/she may profess
any rehgloun it is deemed that Scheduled Tribe status of person will not undergo any
change over after his/lher change of faith from one religion fo another religions as far as
Scheduled Tribe benefits admissible to himvher are concerned. Scheduled Tribe persons
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even after their conversion from one religion to another religion will equaiy be entitlied to
enjoy stipend/Scholarships provided to other students who have not converted subject 10
their fulfiling the means test prescribed, etc. Similary, Scheduled Tribe persons irrespective
of their religion are entitled to enjoy Scheduled Tribe bebefits even after appointed into
Government Services. ;

3. Further, doubts have also been raised regarding caste/tribat status of off-springs
of inter-caste/trive married couple where one of the couples is a Scheduled Tribe and the
other is'a non-tribal professing Hindu or Christian religion. Clarification has been sought
from this Ministry time and again whether such children are entitied to get Scheduled
Tribe certificate. It that case, the main factor of consideration is whether the couples were
accepted by the tribal society to which the tribal spouse totargs, Whe or she, as the case
may be, is accepted by the society, then their childrer: ~-u; be deemed to be Scheduled
Tribes. But this situation can normally happen when the husband is a member of the
Scheduled Tribe. However, a circumstance may be there when a Scheduled Tribe women
may have children from marriage with a nonscheduled tribe persons. in that event the
children may be treated as Scheduled Tribes only if they assimilate themselves with the
tribes and if the members of the Scheduled Tribe community accept them and treat them
as members of their community. It i the recognition and acceptance by the society of the
childrefi born out of a marriage between a member of Scheduled Tribe with an outsider
which is the main determining factor irrespective of whether the tribe is matriarchal of
patriachal. If such children have been recognised and received by the members of the
Scheduled Tribe community into which he/she seeks an entry, the children can be allowed
to get Scheduled Tribe certificate by the certificate issuing authorities after satisfying
themselves through due physical c'hecking and enq'uiries és to location /habitation of the
family, customs -and members being observed etc. The condition that a perscn can be
Scheduled Tribe by birth can be sustained only if the custom of g_gdogqlmy is estabtished
without any exception. ;

1

4.1t is qbserved that very often non-Scheduled Tribes and non-Scheduled Castes
try to take advantage of the facilities of reservation in services, etc. avaitable for Scheduled
Tribes and Scheduted Castes by obtaining certiticates as belonging to the reserved cat-
eqories, claiming adoption-technicaily, though not belonging to and not brought up in the
environment in which the tribals live, etc. It is considered necessary that the cases of non-
scheduled caste/non-scheduled tribe claiming Scheduled Caste /Scheduled Tribe
certificates should be carefully veritied. As has been done is some States like Maharashtra,
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it would be advisable that a suitable commission with cempetent -and knowledgeable
members is appointed to enquire and ¢lear the claims. This will discourage and prevent
non-genuine persons from claiming Scheduled Tribe/Scheduled Caste status also.

5.1tis requested that these instructions may be circulated among all the authormes
empowered to issue Scheduled Caste/Scheduled Tribe certificates |mmed|ate|y soasto
enabie the oti-springs of the inter-caste married couple to get Scheduled Tribe certificate
without any further confus:on

6. The position as above about appointing the commission for verifying/scratinising
claims for Scheduled Tribe/Scheduled Caste certificate may also be considered.
- - - Yours faithfully,

B.N. SRIVASTAVA,
Director.

No. 12025/6/90-SCD (R.L. Cell)

New Delhi, dated the 20th Apnl 1990.

Copy fomarded to the Chief Secretanes of all State GovernmentfL).T. Admlnlstratlons
for information and necessary action in the matter. - _ :
. B.N. SRIVA__’STAVA,

_ o Director. .
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