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" Admittedly in the present case, the appellate authority has dismissed the appeal solely

on the ground of latches. It is to be noted that there is delay of only 30 days in filing the appeal, the
authority ought to had condoned the delay in filing the appeal and passed the orders on merits instead of
dismissing the appeal on a purely technical grounds. This Court as well as the Hon’ble Supreme Court in a
catena of cases has time and again held that the statutory authorities more particularly the appellate
authority while passing the orders ought to pass the orders on merit and not dismiss the case merely on
the technical grounds.
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Having regard to the same, the impugned order dated 29.04.2025 passed by the
Respondent No. 2 is set aside and the matter rema nded back to the authority concerned for passing orders
afresh. The petitioner shall file an application seeking coindonation of delay of 30 days in filing the appeal
and on such application being filed, the authority chall condone the delay and pass necessary orders on
merits in the main Patna High Court CWJC No.11208 of 2025(8) dt.13-01-2026 5/5 appeal. The authority
shall endeavor to pass the final orders as expeditiously as possible preferably within a period of 12 weeks
from the date of receipt of the copy of this order.

It is needless to mention that before passing any orders, the authority shall put the
petitioner as well as any other interested parties on notice and grant them an opportunity of hearing. Any
order passed shall be communicated to the parties.

With the above directions, the present writ petition stands allowed to the extend indicated
above".
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