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Draft

Bihar Groundwater (Management and Regulation)
Bill-2026

Minor Water Resources Department



I. Introduction

Short Title, Extent and Commencement

1. This Act may be called the Bihar Groundwater (Management and
Regulation) Act, 2026.

2. It extends to the whole of the State of Bihar.

3. It shall come into force on such date as the State Government may appoint by
notification in the Gazette of Bihar and different dates may be appointed for
different areas.

II. Definitions:-




III. Institutional Framework

Bihar Groundwater (Management and Regulation) Authority

;1

e IR

12,
13.
14.
15.

(1) The State Government shall, by notification in Gazette, establish a State
Authority to be known as the Bihar Groundwater (Management and Regulation)
Authority.

(2)The composition of the Bihar Groundwater (Management and Regulation)
Authority shall be as follows:

. Additional Chief Secretary / Principal Secretary / Secretary, Minor Water

Resources Department, Bihar — Chairperson

Engineer-in-Chief, Minor Water Resources Department, Bihar - Member Secretary-
cum-Nodal Officer

Officer of the level of chief Conservator of forest as nominated by environment,
Forest and climate change department, Bihar. — Member

Director, Agriculture Department, Bihar — Member
Director, Industry Department, Bihar — Member

Director, Mines and Geology Department Bihar — Member
Director, Urban and Housing Department, Bihar — Member
Director, Jal Jivan Hariyali Mission, Bihar — Member

Director, Rural Development Department, Bihar — Member

. Regional Director, Central Ground Water Board, Bihar — Member
11.

Chief Engineer (Planning & Monitoring + Groundwater), Minor Water Resources
Department, Bihar — Member

Chief Engineer, Water Resources Department, Bihar — Member
Chief Engineer, Public Health Engineering Department, Bihar — Member
Chief Engineer, Building Construction Department, Bihar — Member

Three subject experts with long experience in groundwater management in the state
of Bihar. (to be nominated by state government) — Member

3



16. Expert from public/private/NGO/social sector working in groundwater sector. -
Member

(3) Functions of the Bihar Ground Water (Management and Regulation) Authority:
The State Ground water (Management and Regulation) Authority shall perform
such functions as provided in Chapter 4 of this Act. Additionally, the Authority
shall also perform such functions as may be prescribed.

(4) The term of office, manner of filling vacancies, service conditions, and other
procedures of the members and staff of the Authority shall be determined by the
Department.

District Groundwater Authority

4. (1) A District Ground Water Authority shall be constituted in every district,
which will be an integrated unit for management of ground water resources at
the district level;

(2) Within three months of the constitution of the Bihar Ground water
(Management and regulation) Authority, the Bihar Government shall issue
directions through notification to constitute the District Ground Water Authority
with the following structure:

District Magistrate - Chairman

Executive Engineer, concerned Minor Irrigation Division - Member Secretary
Executive Engineer, Water Resources Department, Bihar — Member

District Agriculture Officer, Agriculture Department — Member

Executive Engineer, PHED, Bihar — Member

Executive Engineer, Building Construction Department, Bihar — Member

District Mining Officer, Mines and Geology Department, Bihar — Member
Executive Officer, Urban Development and Housing Department, Bihar — Member
General Manager, District Industry Center, Industry Department, Bihar — Member

. Forest Division officer, Environment, Forest and Climate Change Dept — Member

. Two subject experts with long-term experience in ground water (nominated by
District Magistrate) - Member

00 Nk NN e

=
)

(3) Functions of District Ground Water Authority:

(1)  Consolidation of district level ground water security plans based on micro-
watershed systems as per prescribed guidelines;




(i) Implementation of district ground water security plans;

(iii) Monitoring the implementation of district ground water security plans

(iv) Conducting water awareness programs;

(v)  Registering all existing commercial, industrial, infrastructural, mining and
bulk users in notified and non-notified areas;

(vi) Recommending and issuing permission letters (NOC) for ground water
extraction within prescribed limits in notified and non-notified areas;

(vii) Registering drilling agencies;

(viii) Executing such functions as assigned by the Bihar Ground
Water(Management and Regulation) Authority;

(ix) Establishing coordination with the Bihar Ground Water (Management and
Regulation) Authority

Block Ground Water Committee

5 (1) A Block Ground Water Committee shall be constituted for the registration of
existing and new domestic and agricultural ground water users.
(2) Within three months of the constitution of the District Groundwater
Authority, Bihar Ground Water (Management and Regulation) Authority shall
issue directions to District Ground Water Authority to constitute the Block
Ground Water Committee with the following structure:

1. Block Development Officer of concerned block — Chairman

2. Junior Engineer of Minor Irrigation Division, Minor Water Resources
Department - Member Secretary

3. Block level representatives from Water Resources, PHED, Building Construction,
Agriculture, Industry, Mines and Geology, Rural Development, and
Environment, Forest and Climate Change,Departments (one from each) -
Members )

(3) Functions of Block Ground Water Committee:
(i) Organizing water awareness programs;

(ii) Registration of existing and new domestic and agricultural ground water
users in notified and non-notified areas within the block;

(iii) Executing functions as assigned by the Bihar Ground Water (Management
and Regulation) Authority.



IV Powers, Functions and Responsibilities

Powers to notify areas for management and regulation of ground water
resources

7. (1) Where the Bihar Ground Water (Management and Regulation) Authority, after

consultation with Central Ground Water Board and District Ground water Authorities,

is of the opinion that it is necessary and expedient in public interest to manage and

regulate ground water and promote rain water harvesting/ground water recharge in any

area, particularly where Ground Water levels have reached alarming stages (as

identified by the Minor Water Resources Dept through State level committee for ground

water assessment and management), it shall advise the State Government to declare

such areas as Notified Areas by notification; Provided that—

(a) The date specified in the notification under this sub-section shall not be prior to such
period as prescribed;

(b) Every notification under this section shall be published in Hindi and English in the
Gazette and given wide publicity as prescribed;

(c) The process for identifying/marking areas and issuing notifications under sub
section-(1) shall be such as prescribed;

(2) Notifications issued under sub-section (1) shall be reviewed periodically according
to updated ground water assessment reports and based on conclusion of report, it
shall be in such form as prescribed.

Registration of Existing Commercial, Industrial, Infrastructural,
Mining and Bulk Ground Water Users

8-(1): Registration of all existing and future commercial, industrial, infrastructural,
mining and bulk users in notified and non-notified areas shall be mandatory and shall
be done in such manner as prescribed.

(2) Registration of every existing and future ground water user other than those
mentioned in sub-section (1), including domestic or agricultural users, shall be
done in such manner as prescribed.

Restriction on New Well Construction in Notified Areas



9-(1): There shall be a restriction on the construction of new wells within notified
areas, except for infrastructure and mining projects, government drinking water
supply and plantation schemes as prescribed; this restriction shall continue until
the area is de-notified by the State Government on advice of Bihar Ground water
(management and regulation) authority

(2) Extraction, sale, and supply of raw/unprocessed ground water in notified areas
shall be punishable as described in Chapter-6

Preparation and Implementation of Ground Water Security Plans

10. To ensure the sustainability of ground water resources in notified areas, Ground
Water Security Plans shall be prepared for systematic implementation in the
prescribed manner.

Granting Authorization for Ground Water Extraction in notified,
non-notified and wetland areas

11. Authorization for extracting ground water in notified, non-notified, and wetland
areas shall be subject to relevant rules as prescribed.

Fixing Limits for Ground Water Extractionfor commercial, industrial,
infrastructural, mining, and bulk users

12-(1)The Bihar Ground water (management and regulation)Authority, in
consultation with the Department, shall fix ground water extraction limits for
commercial, industrial, infrastructural, mining, and bulk users subject to
prescribed restrictions and conditions.

(2) Violation of limits fixed under sub-section (1) by any person/group of persons
shall be punishable as mentioned in chapter-06.

Fees for Ground Water Extraction

13-(1) Any commercial, industrial, infrastructural, mining, or bulk ground water
user/users who has been called said usersahead in this section, in both notified
and non-notified areas shall be charged ground water extraction fees as
determined andshall be collected in prescribed manner;
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(2) For the purpose of measuring and recording the quantity of ground water
extracted, each such user must install meters or other instruments/systems of
specified standards at designated place as prescribed.

Registration of Drilling Agencies

14. No person, including a firm, agency, or company, shall drill or engage in drilling
land for extracting ground water without registration with the appropriate
body/authority. Registration of drilling agencies, firms, companies shall be
generated in automatic manner when applied.

Powers of Bodies for ground water users and drilling agencies in
Notified and Non-Notified Areas

15. The powers of every appropriateauthority/ body for ground water users and
drilling agencies in notified and non-notified areas shall be such as prescribed

Mode of serving of Orders etc.

16. Every order or direction issued under Section 11 shall be served in the same
manner as may be prescribed.

Bar on Claiming Compensation

17. No person or groundwater user (existing or future) in notified or non-notified areas
shall have the right to claim any damage or compensation (whether financial,
investment-related or of any other kind) from the State Government or any
competent body/authority on the ground of damage caused under any action
taken or done under this Act.

Delegation of Powers and Functions

18. The Bihar Groundwater (Management and Regulation) Authority may, by general
or special order in writing, delegate its powers or functions (in part or in full) to be
exercised or performed by any officer or authority, as may be prescribed.

Employees of the Authority to be Public Servants

19. All employees of the Bihar Groundwater (Management and Regulation) Authority,
when acting or purporting to act in pursuance of the provisions of this Act or the

8



rules made thereunder, shall be deemed to be public servants within the meaning
of Section 2 (28) of BhartiyaNyaya Sanhita (BNS).

Protection of Action Taken in Good Faith

20. No suit, prosecution or other legal proceeding/action shall be instituted against
the State Government or any competent body of government, or any officer or any
employee or member of the any competent body, for anything which is done in good
faith or intended to be done in good faith under this Act or the rules made
thereunder.

Self-Regulation

21. (1) All groundwater users in notified areas (rural) shall be encouraged by the
competent body to adopt self-regulation, rainwater harvesting, watershed
conservation, reuse of water, and groundwater recharge processes.

(2) Every ground water user in rural and urban areas shall be encouraged to
extract and use water economically and efficiently, prevent wastage, prioritize
the use of recycled water, and adopt rain water harvesting and recharge methods.

(3) Appropriate bodies shall encourage rain water harvesting and watershed
conservation according to geological conditions, which should be an integral part of
water security plans.

Impact Assessment

22. It shall be the duty of the appropriate body to undertake the assessment of social and
environmental impacts of activities implemented or to be implemented in its
jurisdiction under the provisions of this Act.

Information to be Public

23. Information related to activities and impacts on social and environmentalaspects
assessed under Section 22 shall be placed on the internet for public access.



V Prevention of Ground Water Pollution

Demarcation and Protection of Ground Water Quality Sensitive
Zones

24- (1): The Department, in consultation with the Bihar Ground Water (Management

and Regulation) Authority, District Ground Water Authority, and expert bodies
like Central Ground Water Board(CGWB) and Bihar Pollution Control Board,
shall identify and demarcate (vertically and laterally) areas where ground water
quality is affected by dangerous pollution.

(2) Areas demarcated in sub-section (1) shall be notified every two years by the
department as Ground Water Quality Sensitive Zones for prevention and
control of Ground Water Pollution.

Collection of Information of Pollution and contamination of Ground
water

25

The Block Ground Water Committee shall be responsible for collecting
information regarding ground water pollution including sources of pollution.
This information will be Compiled, integratedand submitted to the Bihar Ground
Water (Management and Regulation) Authority through District Ground Water
Authority for appropriate action.

Control Measures of Ground Water Pollution

26.

(1) The Bihar Ground Water (Management and Regulation) Authority shall
ensure that no commercial, industrial, infrastructural, mining or bulk user
pollutes ground water. It shall ensure mandatory establishment of treatment
plants of prescribed structure/standard through concerned District Ground
Water Authorities where necessary.

(2) Where a user fails to install a treatment plant under sub-section (1) within
the prescribed period, the Bihar Ground Water (Management and Regulation)
Authority has the right to construct the plant at the user's cost and take action
against such user under Section 30(1).

Restriction on use of well for Disposal of Pollutants
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27.(1)No commercial, industrial, infrastructural, mining or bulk user shall, through
any operation, processing, or disposal system:

(a) Discharge or dispose of waste water, sewage, trade or domestic effluent, or
contaminants into a well; or

(b) Heap waste on land that may dissolve and flow into an aquifer, or cause
contaminants to seep and spread, generating toxic organisms.

(2) Any Ground water user violating sub-section (1) shall be liable for
punishment under Section 30(1).

Restriction on Direct Recharge from Open Areas

28.(1)Direct artificial recharge of aquifers through bore wells, recharge wells,
injection wells, etc., using rain water falling on open land, fields, roads (paved or
unpaved), or farms (except rooftops) shall not be permitted.

(2) Violators of sub-section (1) shall be liable for punishment under Section 30(1).:
Prohibition of Pollution in Ponds, Rivers, Wells, etc

29- (1). Appropriate authorities shall ensure that no commercial, industrial,
infrastructural, mining or bulk user pollutes ponds, rivers, or wells by
discharging contaminated water or other pollutants.

(2) Violators of sub-section (1) shall be liable for punishment under Section 30(1).

(3) Appropriate authorities must take all measures to ensure domestic household
waste does not pollute ponds, rivers, or wells.
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VI Violations, Offenses and Penalties

Violations and Penalties

30. (1) If any commercial, industrial, infrastructural, mining and bulk ground water
user or drilling agency:

(a) Violates or fails to comply with any provision of this Act or rules made
thereunder, will be punished by such fine as prescribed.

(b) Obstructs any person authorized by the Bihar Ground Water (Management and
Regulation) Authority or appropriate body in the discharge of duties, they shall be
punished with fine, which shall not be less than Two Lakh rupees and which may
extend up to Five Lakh rupees.

(¢) For a second offense after conviction under sub section 30-1(b), the fine shall be
from Five Lakh rupees to Ten Lakh rupees.

(d) Permission for ground water extraction shall be cancelled immediately in case of
a second offense.

2. (a)If Any water supplier (other than government drinking water schemes) who
supplies/provide to be supplied ground water, violates stipulated quantities shall be
punished with a fine not exceeding Ten Thousand rupees.

The fine mentioned in sub-section 30 (1) and (2) (a) shall be imposed by competent
authority.

(b) (i) Upon repeated violations of sub-section 2(a), the equipment/ vehicle/vessel
shall be seized by the competent authority.

(i) Any water supplier (other than government water supply schemes) supplying
Ground water or drilling without legal authority or violets prescribed quantities
using any equipment/vehicle/source shall have such assets seized by an authorized
officer;

(¢) Interim custody of seized items under 30(2) (b) may be handed back to the
accused by order of an officer as prescribed.

Offenses by Companies

31. (1) When an offense is committed by a company, every person who was in charge
of, or responsible to the company for its business at the time shall be deemed guilty;
(2) If the offense is committed with the consent, connivance, or neglect of a director,
manager, secretary, or other officer, they shall also be deemed guilty.

Compounding of Offenses
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32. (1) Offences described in section 30 and 31 may be compounded by
competent authority on such breach/violation being noticed before any
prosecution is initiated. On payment of compounding fee which shall not be less
than 50% of prescribed fine together with Water Tax and Cess.

Provided that even after institution of prosecution, the offence may be
compoundable on an application by the accused after depositing water tax, cess
and a compounding fee which shall not be less than the 50% of the prescribed
fine.

Provided, further that there shall be no compounding of second offence.

(2) Power of compounding in offences committed by bulk user may be done by
an authority under the control of the State Ground Water Authority. |

Cognizance of Offenses

33. (1) Offences described in Chaper-6 shall be non-cognizable and bailable.

(2) No court shall take cognizance of offences unless a written complaint is filed by
a authority designated by State Ground Water Authority. Offences shall be tried by
the Court of First Class Judicial Magistrate.

Ground Water Grievance Redressal Officer

34. The District Magistrate shall act as the District Ground Water Grievance Redressal
Officer. Appeal against order of the District Magistrate can be made to the Bihar
Ground Water (Management and Regulation) Authority within 60 days. Second appeal
against Bihar Ground Water (Management and Regulation) Authority order can be
made by a writ petition to the High Court within 90 days.
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