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N6. l5l32016-Pub.lic
Government of IndialBharat Sarkar

Ministry of Home Affaird Grih Mantalaya
*r{.

North Bloch New Delhi.

To
Dated the 

l J 
March, 2016.

The Chief Secretariey Administato$ of
All State Govemments/ UT Administrations,
Secretaries of all Ministies/ Departrnents of Govt. of India-

Subject: -

Sirlvladarq

Stict compliance of the Orders Relating to the National Anthem of India-reg.

I am directed to say that complaints are bging received by this Ministy from
various quarters about the insult or disrespect to the National Anthem of India. The orders
Relating to the National Anthem are available op tbis Ministry's website www.mha.nic.in. A
copy of Orders Relating to the National Anthem is enclosed herewith for strict compliance.

2. It is also requested that suitable instructions in this regard may please be issued to
all concemed agencies.

Encls : As above.
Yours faithfrlly,

(Anuj Sharma)
Director to the Gofi. of India

Tel. No.23092436
Copy to:-

l. President's Secretaria! Rashtrapati Bhawan, New Delhi.
2. Vic+President's Secretaria! New Delhi.
3. Prime Minister's Office, South Block, New Delhi.
4. Cabinet Secretariag New Delhi.
5. Offrce of all Govemors.
6. Election Commission of lodia, New Delhi.
7. Lok Sabha Secretariat, New Delhi.
8. Rajya Sabha Secretariat New Delhi.
9. Registar, Supreme Court of Indi4 New Deihi.
10, AII High Courts
I 1. Office of Comptroller and Auditor General of [ndi4 New Delhi. . " .

12. The Union Public Service Commissiorl New Delhi.

! 3-. Central Vigilance Commission, New Delhi.
14. NITI Aayog, Yojana Bhawan, New Delhi.
15. AII attached & Subordinate Offices of the Minisfy of Home Affairs.
16.20 Spare copies.
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ORDERS RELATING TO TIIE NATIONAL ANTHEM oF INDTA

The National Anthem of India is played or sung on various occasions.

Instructions have been issued from time to time about the correct versions of the
Anthem, t}re occasions on which these are to be played or sung, and about the
need for paying respect to the anthem by observance of proper decorum on such
occasions. The substance of these instructions has'been embodied in this
information sheet for general information and guidance.

I. THENATIONALANTTIEM- AND SHORTVERSIONS

(1) The composition consisting of the words and music of the first stanza of
the late poet Rabindra Nath Tagore's song known as "Jana Gana Mana" is
the National Anthem of India. It reads as follows: -

Jana-gana-mana-adhinayaka jaya he
Bharata-bhagya-vidhata

Panj aba- S indhu-Guj arata-Maratha
Dravida-Utkala-Banga

Vindhya-Himachala-Yamuna-Ganga
uchchala-j aladhi-taranga

Tava Subha name jage, tave subha asisa mage,
gahe tavajaya-gatha.

Jana-gana-mangala-dayaka j aya he
Bharata-bha gya-vidheta.

Jaya he, Iaya he, Jaya he,
jaya jaya jaya jayahe.

The above is the full version of the Anthem and its playirg time is
approximately 52 seconds.

@ A short vetsion consisting of the first and last lines of the National
Anthem is also played on certain occasions. It reads as follows:

Jana-gana-mana-adhinayaka jaya he
Bharata-bha gya-vidhata.

Jaya he, jaya he, jaya he,
Jayajayajayajayahe.



@

(,

(3)

Playing time ofthe short version is about 20 seconds.

The occasions on which the full versions or the short version will be

played have been indicated at the appropriate places in these instructions.

PI.AYINGOF ANTHEM

(l) The full version of the Anthem shall be played on the following
occaslolls: -

II

D

ii)

iii)

iv)

v)

vi)

vii)

viii)
ix)

Civil and Military investitures;

When National Salute (which means the Command 'Rashtriya
Salule - Salami Shastr" to the accompaniment of the National
Anthem is given on ceremonial occasions to the President or to the
Governor/Lieutenant Governor within their respective States/
Union Territories;

During parades - irrespective of whether any of ttre dignitaries
refered to in (ii) above is present or not;

On anival of the President at formal State functions and other
functions organized by the Government and mass functions and on
his departure from such functions;

Immediately before and after the President addresses the Nation
over All India Radio;

On arrival of the GovernorlLieutenant Govemor at formal State
functions within his State/Union Tenitory and on his departure
from such functions;

When the National Flag is brought on parade;

When the Regimental Colours are presented;

For hoisting of colours in the Navy.

(2) The short version ofthe Anthem shall be played when drinking toasts in
Messes.

(3) The Anthem shall be played on any other occasion for which special
orders have been issued by the Government oflndia.

2
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(4) Normally the Anthem shall not be played for the Prime Minister, though
there may be special occasions when it may be played.

(5) When the National Anthem is played by a band, the Anthem will be
preceded by a roll of drums to assist the audience to know that the
National Anthem is going to be played, unless there is some other specific
indication that the National Anthem is about to be played, as for example,
when fanfares are sounded before the National Anthem is played, or when
toasts are drunk to the accompaniment of the National Anthem or when
the National Anthem constitutes the National Salute given by a Guard of
Honour. The duration of the roll, in terms of marching drill, will be 7
paces in slow march. The roll will start slowly, ascend to as loud a volume
as possible and then gradually decreases to original softtess, but
remaining audible until the seventh beat. One beat rest will then be

observed before commencing the National Anthern.

u. INGINGOFTI{E

(1) The fuIl version of the Anthem shall be played accompanied by mass
singing on the following occ€lsions: -

(i) On the unftrling of the National Flag on cultural occa.sions or
ceremonial functions other than parades. (This could be ananged .
by having a choir or adequate size, suitably stationed, which would
be trained to coordinate its singing with the band etc. There should
be an adequate public audition system so that the gathering in
various enclosures can sing in unison with the choir);

(ir) On arrival of the President at any Govemment or Public function
(but excluding formal State functions and mess functions) and also
immediately before his departure from such functions.

(2) On all occasions when the National Anthem is sung, the full version shall
be recited accompanied by mass singing.

(3) The Anthem may be sung on occasions which, although not stictly
ceremonial, are nevertheless invested with significance because of the
presence of Ministers etc. The singing of the Anthem on such occasions
(with or without the accompaniment of an instruments) accompanied by
mass singing is desirable.

J



()

(4)

(s)

It is not possible to give an exhaustive list of occasions on which the

singing (as distinct from playing) of the Anthem can be perrnitted. But

there is no objection to the singing of the Anthem accompanied by mass

singing so long as it is done with due respect as a salutation to the

motherland and proper decorum is maintained.

In all schools, the day's work may begin with community singing of the

Anthem. School authorities should make adequate provision in their
progranmes for popularising the singing of the Anthem and promoting

respect for the National Flag among students.

IV PLAYINGOFFO GN ANTIIEMS

(l) At receptions to foreign digrritaries in India at which the giving of
National Salute has been prescribed, full version of the National Anthem
ofthe visiting dignitary's country should be played first followed by the

full version of the National Anthem of India.

(2) At dramatic, film or other cultural festivals organised by a diplomatic or
consular representative of a foreigr country in Indiq the National Anthem
of the foreign country concerned may be played with the National
Anthern of India. The foreign Anthem should be played first followed
immediately by the Indian Anthem.

(3) At functions arranged by foreign Missions for celebrating their National
Days, the National Anthem of the country holding the function may be
played or sung. On theses occasions if the President of India is
represented by a Chief Guest not below the rank of a Cabinet Minister of
the Central Govemment or by the Lieutenant Governor of Delhi (if the
function is held in Delhi) the Natioual Anthem of tndia may be played
first followed by the playing of the National Anthem of the counbry
hosting the function. This procedure will also be followed if the function
includes proposing ofthe toasts to Heads ofStates i.e. the Indian Anthem
should be played immediately after the toast has been proposed to the
President of India and the National Anthem of the foreign country should
be played immediately after the toast to Head of that country is proposed.
In case National Anthem of India and of the country hosting the function
have been played at the beginning ofthe function, there will be no need to
play the Anthem ofeither or both the countries ifany toasts are proposed.

4
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Note: When the National Anthem is required to be played immediately
before or after the National Anthem of a foreign country, as laid down in
Section IV above, there should be no simultaneous singing of the National
Anthem. However, mass singing of the National Anthem should be

required when it is played immediately before or after the Anthem of
another country in the event that the visiting digmtary and his delegation
are singing their own National Anthem:

V GENERAL

(1) Whenever the Anthem is sung or played, the audience shall stand to
attention. However, when in the course of a newsreel or documentary the
Anthem is played as a part of the film, it is not expected of the audience to
stand as standing is bound to intemrpt the exhibition of the film and
would create disorder and conf,rsion rather than add to the dignity of the
Anthem.

(2) As in the case of the flying of the National Flag, it has been left to the
good sense of the people not to indulge in indiscriminate singing or
playing of the Anthem.

*******

Mihirtry of Hom! Afrirs
Publh S€dim
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OR.DERS RELATIIIIGTO NATIONAL SONG OF INDIA

The National Song of India is played or sung on various occasions.
The following instructions are being issued for general information and
guidance on the ollicial version of the National Song, the occasions on
which the Song is to be played or sung, and about the need for paying
respect to the National Song by obsewance of proper decorum on such
occasions:

THE NATIONAL SONG - OFFICIA.L VERSION

(U The song Vande Mataram' written by Shri Bankim Chandra
Chatterjee is known as 'I,{ational Song'. The tyrics of the National
Song Vande Mataram'are as follows:-

Vande Mataram!
Sujalam suphalam malayaja-sitalam,
Sasya-syamalam Matararnl
Vande Mataraml

Subhra-jyotsnam pulakita-yaminim,
Phulla-kusumita dnrma-dala-sobhinim,
Suhasinim sumadhura bhasinim,
Sukhadam varadam Mataram!
Vande Mataram!

Koti-koti kantha kalakala ninada karale,
Koti-koti bhujair dhrta kharalaravale,
Ke bole Ma tumi abale!
Bahubaladharinim namami tarinim,
Ripudala-varinim Mataraml
Vande Mataraml

t\rmi vidya, tumi dharma,
T\rmi hrdi, tumi marma,
Tvarr hi prarah sarirel
Bahute tumi Ma sakti,
Hrdaye tumi Ma bhakti,
Tomarai pratima gadi mandire-mandire.
Vande Mataraml

TVam hi Durga dasa-praharana-dharini,
Kamala kamala-dala-viharini,
Vani vidya-dayini,
Namami tvam namami kamalam,
Amalam atulam,
Sujalam suphalam Mataraml
Vande Mataram!



Syamalam saralam susmitam bhusitam,
Dharanim bharanim Mataram!
Vande Mataraml

(21 The playing time of the National Song is approximately 3 minutes lO
seconds.

II PI"AYING OF THE NATIONAL SONG

(I) The offrcial version of the National Song shall be pLayed on the
following occasions: -

D Civil Investitures;
ii) On arrival of the President at formal State functions and other

functions organized by tJre Government and on his departure from
such functions;

iii) Immediately before and after the President addresses the Nation
over All India Radio and Television;

iv) dn arrival of the Governor/Lieutenant Governor at formal State
funcLions within his State/Union Territory and on his departure
from such functions;

v) When the National Flag is brought on parade.

(2) The National Song shall be played on any other occasion for which
special orders are issued by the Government of India.

(3) When the National Song is played by a band, the Song will be
preceded by a roll of drums to assist the audience to know that the
National Song is going to be played, unless there is some other
specific indication that the National Song is about to be played, as
for example, when fanfares are sounded before the National Song is
played. The duration of the roll, in terms of marching drill, will be 7
paces in slow march. The roll will start slowly, ascend to as loud a
volume as possible and then gradually decreases to original
softness, but remaining audible until the seventh beat. One beat
rest will then be observed before commencing the National Song.
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(l)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(s)

MASS SIITGING OF THE NATIONAL SONG

The oflicial version of the National Song shall be played
accompanied by mass singing on the following occasions:_

(i) On the unfurling of the National Flag, on cultural occasions or
ceremonial functions other thal parades. (This could be arranged
by having a choir of adequate size, suitably stationed, which would
be trained to coordinate its singing with the band etc. There should
be an adequate public audition system so that the gathering in
various enclosures can sing in unison with the choir; printed lyrics
of the official version of the National Song may be circulated
amongst the participants, wherever required).

(ii) On arrival of the President at any Government or Public function
(but excluding formal State functions) and also immediately before
his departure from such functions.

On all ocpasions when the National Song is sung, the official
version shall be recited accompanied by mass singing.

The National Song may be sung on occasions which, although not
strictly ceremonial, are nevertheless invested with signilicance
because of tle presence of Ministers etc. The singing of the
National Song on such occasions (with or without the
accompaniment of instmments) accompanied by mass singing is
desirable.

It is not possible to give an exhausLive list of occasions on which
tJ:e singing (as distinct from playing) of official version of the
National Song can be permitted. But there is no objection to the
singing of the National Song accompanied by mass singing so long
as it is done with due respect as a salutation to the motherland
and proper decorum is maintained.

In all schools, the day's work may begin with communi$l singing of
the National Song. School authorities should make adequate
provision in their programmes for popularising the singing of tle
National Song, National Anthem and promoting respect for the
National Flag among students.



ry GENERAL

Whenever the oflicial version of the National Song is sung or
played, the audience shall stand to attention. However, when in
the course of a newsreel or documentary the National Song is
played as a part of the film, it is not expected of the audience to
stand as standing is bound to interrupt the exhibition of the frlm
and would create disorder and confusion rather tha.n add to the
dignity of the National Song.

When the National Song and the National Anthem are sung or
played, National Song will be sung or played first.

(l)

(2)


