Work on Bhadra Ghat- Dldargan]
4-lane road to commence in July
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Patna: The work on the
eight-kilometre stretch of a
road from Bhadra Ghat to Di-
darganjalongriver Gangain
Patna City — which will serve
as an alternative route to hea-
vily congested Ashok Rajpath
— is likely to start within a
month. It will be a four-lane
road, the width of which will
be 21 metres, and there will be
footpaths on both sides.

The selection of a const-
ruction agency, which will
have to set up a concrete
batch mixing plant to start
the process, hasbeen done by
thenodal agency, Bihar State
Road Development Corpora-
tion Limited (BSRDCL).

The construction agency
has identified the land to set
up the mixing plant near the
construction site. After set-
ting up the plant, the work on
the four-lane project will be-
gin inJuly, BSRDCL officials
said on Friday.

According to a BSRDCL
official, the project, estimated
to cost approximately Rs 101
crore, is targeted for comple-
tion within 18 months, after
which the new road will serve
as an alternative route to As-
hok Rajpath, providing relief
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to nearly 10 lakh residents of
Patna City from persistent
traffic problems.

The development plan in-
cludes upgrading the existing
two-lane road from Gaighat to
Damrahi Ghat (5km)to a four-
lane highway, along with the
construction of a new 3km fo-
ur-lane stretch from Damrahi
Ghat to Didarganj. The ex-

pansion will directly connect

several important ghats, in-
cluding Bhadra, Mirchai, Pat-
na and Sharifganj.

The official said that a
contract was signed with the

selected agency on May 4.
Currently, the pre-construc-
tion activities are ongoing,
which include setting up the-
ir office, touching plant, and
mobilisation of workers and
machines. The pre-construc-
tion activities will conclude
within a month, and the
construction work is likely
to begin by next month, the
BSRDCL official said. The
new road infrastructure will
particularly benefit devotees
during religious festivals like
Chhath Puja, providing easi-
er access to the Ganga ghats.
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