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(A group of Seven Caves)
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District Jehanabad
Commissionery Magadh
Headquater Jehanabad
Sub-Division Jehanabad
Population 9,24,777 (10 Lacs)
Area 1569 Sq. Km.
Sea Level [ 13 Meter
Temperature Summer —46 C - 18'C
Winter —20C-4C
Rainfall 186 cm
Best Season November - February
Road Route 61 Km from Patna
Rail Route Nearest Railway Station -
Jehanabad / Bela Station
(On the route of Patna-Gaya Line)
Air Route Main Airport - Patna
Nearest Airport Gaya
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JEHANABAD

The district of Jehanabad has a certain place in the history of India. The description is found in the famous book
‘Aine-e-Akbari”. The book says that the place was badly affected by famine in the | /th century and people were
dying of hunger. The Moghul Emperor Aurangzeb, in whose time the book was re-written, established a Mandi for
relief of the people and named the “Mandi” as “J/AHANARA’. The Mandi was under the direct control and
supervision of Jahanara. It is believed that she spent a great deal of time here. In the course of time,
the place came to be known as “JAHANARABAD" and later as “JEHANABAD”.

BARABAR CAVES - Mysterious Ajivika cave temples (BANAWAR)

Dating back to the Mauryan period, Barabar Caves are the oldest rock-cut caves in India. Located in Jehanabad district
in Bihar, about 3 I north of Gaya, some of the caves have inscriptions that date back to the Ashokan period, Visited By
author E.M. Foster on one of his two visits to India. The caves are situated in the Barabar Hills. There are similar
caves in the Nagarjuni Hills which are located less than two km away which are also considered as part of the
Barabar Caves.
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LOMAS RISHI CAVE

Elernal—fKnot

Ore of Buddhars .rj»\‘al

Lomas Rishi is one of the oldest rock-cut chambers in India. The
doorway to the Lomas rishi cave is the only one that is carved. It
has the ornamental features that provided the norm for the
facades of the later rock cut caves. The entrance arch has a pair
of concentric lunettes, upper one decorated with latticework and
the lower filled with rows of exquisitely carved elephants paying
homage to Stupas.
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Cave contains inscription from later times -
7th - 8th century AD referring to kings
Sarddulavarman and his son Anantarvarman,
Maukhari dynasty. Inscription mentions, that
Anantarvarman placed an image of Lord Krishna in

the cave. Above this cave in 1914 there was
discovered an inscription which names the hill -
Gorathagiri - name mentioned in Mahabharatha.
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Sumdava, Saad Dharma, Nigoha-Kubha
Another oldest cave in complex, located
opposite the Karan Chaupar and close to
Lomas Rishi. Consists of two rooms. The
first Mandapa is 10x6 m large, barrel vault
up to 3,5 m high. Through a doorway it is
connected to a circular, domed chamber
with diameter 6 m. According to inscription
in ancient Brahmi writing, the cave is
dedicated by Ashoka in | 2th year of his reign
(261 BC), cave is named "Nigoha-Kubha'
(banyan tree cave). Inscription reads: “This
Banyan-tree cave was granted to Ajivikas by
the King's Grace when he had been
consecrated twelve years." This cave has the
most amazing polishment, and it feels as if
the cave has been layered with a sheet of
glass.
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KARAN CHAUPAR

Karna Chaupar, Karan Chopar, Karnachopar, floor area 10 x 4.2 m. Barrel vault over the chamber is up to 3.3 m
high. At the western end of the room there is platform the only unpolished detail. To the right from the entrance
there are seen traces of inscription from 245 BC cave here is named Supiya and hill - Khalatika: "The King's Grace,
when he had been consecrated nineteen years, granted the Supiya Cave in the Khalatika Hill for as long as sun and
moon endure.” Later it has been named also Bodhimula (The root of intelligence), Daridra Kandara (the cave of the
poor).
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VISVA ZOPRI

NAGARJUNI CAVES - Three Ajivika rock-cut temples

Nagarjuni Caves are joined with the nearby Barabar Caves in one group of monuments.
They share many similarities and have several unique peculiarities.

GOPI

PAGE (left)



Vahiyaka, Vapuiyaka Kubha, Vapya-ka-Kubha(cave of the well) North from Nagarjuna Cave there is the second cave.
"This Cave was assigned by Dasaratha, His Sacred Majesty, immediately after his consecration, to the venerable
Ajivikas, for as long as sun and moon endure." Next to it there is a dry well. Nearby there are remnants of several

buildings - possibly viharas - Buddhist shrines. Cave contains inscription: Other caves have similar inscriptions, just the
name of cave is different.
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Vadithi ka Kubha, Vadathi ka Kubha, Although caves might have been created for Ajivika, it is possible that some
caves contains Buddhist stupas at some time as well.
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The Leycna’ Of Buddbist §i tupas

The Buddha atparned MA/tAfwﬁu)vam at kur/u}mjnr ([/i#ar ,bra)cj/u)
which was ruled ‘j the ,Qe/au"[/k af Malla.
The /wl_y mortal remaing were kept in their parliament houge.
The other states and rulers approached the Mallas for sharing the holy relics #o be able o
bwtd stupas on the remains. A’ccor)r)«g to the MaAA/aM)u‘“m»f utta of D/\j/m M\kﬂﬁﬂ)
the martal remarng af the Buddha were divided ints 613/# parts and 71%»» fo!

/. The King Apatshatru of Magadh (ituated at Rajyiv, Nalands),
2. The Mallas of Kushinagar (UP),
3. The Mallas of Pava (Saran, Bihar), ;
¢. The Brahman of Vetha Dipa (Bettinh, Bikar), =
5. The Buls of Alakagpa (Faram Bikar), S0
(. The Subips of Kepitonsh (UB), PR

: 7. The [Koliyas of Ramagram (A/&/Mé)i o -
8. The Republic of the Licchavi'of Vaishati (Buddha /a,,f/‘,\.kh
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