registration of sieeper buses

BIG RELIEF Till now, the buses were operating either illegally or carried numbers from the neighbouring states
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PATNA: Transporterswill soon be
able operate sleeper buses from
Bihar. The state government is
set tonotify the norms for regis-
tration of slesper buses afterchisf
manister Mitish Kumar gave his
nod totheransportde partment's
proposal for modification in
norms for registration of these
typeof passenger vehicles.

Till now, sleeper buses have
besn operating eitherillegally or
carried registration numbers
fron theneighbowrmgstates like
Jharkhand and Urcar Pradesh.
The transport department of
those states have provisions for
issuingregstration tothesetype
of buses.

Confirming the decision, San-
jay Eumar & prawal, tcransport
secrerary, Bihar, said that the
department would soon notify
the provision of registration of
sleeperbuses in Bihar. “Registra-
tion fes of these buses will be

slightly higher than the normal
buszes with seating arrange-
ments. The CM has okayed the
recommendationsof ahigh-level
commirtes headed by transport
cormmissioner Seema Tripathi,
whichproposed issnance of per-
mitforsleeper buses toplyinthe
state,” Agrowal added.

An estimated 500 interstate
buses, most of them slespers,
operate daily from different pla-
ces of Bihar. While majority of
themareplyingonroadswithout
valid permits, someof them have
gottheirregstrationfrom Jhark-
hand, UP and West Bengal.

“We were unable tolaunch a
crackdown, as the cenmre and
some other states have framed
therules o facilitate running of
thesebuses, Busoperators’assc
ciationshave for long been aslang
for the rules to register sleeper
buses,” saidasenior officerof the
department, adding that they
were unable torealise exmra tax
forwant of adequate provision.

Officials, however, said that

thedeparment would issue per-
mits to only those buses, which
fulfilled the stipulated safety and
security norms, hesides caring
for comfort of the travellers, “A
setofnorms have beenframed by

= Registration fee of sleeper buses will be slightly higher than nor mal
buses with seating arrangements.
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the high-level committes after
stadyingthecperationofbusesm
various states, including Maha-
rashtra, Jharkhand and Karna-
taka,” theysaid, adding thac the
central povernmentalsohad the

The CM has okayed

the recommendations
of a high-level committee
headed by transport
commissioner Seema
Tripathi, which proposed
issuance of permit for

sleeper buses to ply
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provision for allowingrunning of
sleeper buses.

The department 1= also likely
tohuyatleastacouplecfsleepear
buses from Maharashtra. “Stan-
dard slesper buses arenot like the
onesoperating inthestate, Exist-
ing buses, which have slesping
compartments overhead the
seats, usnally compromise with
the comfort of the passengers,”
said the officers.



