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The records re]atiilg to the history and administration of the Patna

district for only the last two centuries are available. They are to be
found in the following places :—

The records of the British conquest of Patna and its ‘neighbour-
hood from 1757 to 1764 are available in the ‘‘Secret and Sgleot
Committee”” Proceedings of the Governor and Council of Fort Wilhg.m,
preserved in the Foreign Department Records of the National Archives
of India, New Delhi. Some records of this description are also to be
found in the printed volumes of ‘“Bengal and Madras Records” of the
same period, and are available in the National Archives of India as
well as in the State Central Records Office, Bihar, Patna. The ‘‘Home
Public” and the “Foreign Secret” series of records in the National
Archives of India also contain valuable materials regarding the early
British trade and politics at Patna. These records are also availablein
the Commonwealth Relations Office (formerly India Office), London.

The records of the Chief and Council at Patna, who were responsible
both for revenue and commerce of Bihar from 17656 to 1772, are
preserved in the West Bengal State Archives (formerly Bengal Secre-
tariat Records Office), Calcutta. The records of the Bengal Revenue
Department from 1772 to 1859 and of the Bengal Judicial Department
from 1790 to 1859, are preserved in the West Bengal State Archives
and contain abundant source materials for the study of the history of

Patna district, as indeed of the whole of Bihar, during rule of the
East India Company.

The records of the Provincial Council of Revenue at Patna from
1772 to 1781 and of the Board of Revenue at Calentta up to 1793,
are available in the Record Room of the Bihar Board of Revenue at
Patna. The Bihar Board of Revenue also preserves the whole series

of records relating to the revenue administration of this State since
1859.

The records of the Revenue Chief of Bihar from 1781 to 1786 are
available in the State Central Records Office, Bihar, Patna. These
have been brought here from the Record Room of the Shahabad Collec-
torate. In the State Central Records Office, Bihar, are also preserved
the records of the Patna Commisgioner’s Office from 1812 to 1900. In
these records are to be found the entire correspondence of the Collector
of Patna with the Bodrd of Rewenue, Central Provinces, from 1825
to 1829 and with the Commissioner of Patna Division from 1829 to
1900, From 1787 to 1826 the Patna district formed part of the revenue

*Dr. A. P, Jha : Monograph, 1969,
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charge of the Collector of Bihar, and hence the records relating to
Patna before 1825 are to be found in the correspondence of the
Collector of Bihar. In the State Ceniral Records Office, Bihar, are also
to be found the records of the Government of Bengal relating to Bihar
from 1859 to 1912 and of the Government of Bihar since 1912. The.
records relating to the Freedom Movement are kept in the State
Central Records Office, Bihar, as well as in the Political (Special)

Department, Bihar,

The administration of Justice and Police in the city of Patna and
its neighbourhood from 1793 to 1831 was under the Judge-Magistrate
of Patna and not the Collector of Patna. The Magistracy was amalga-
mated with the collectorship in 1831, but was again separated in 1838,
Since then till 1859 a wholetime Magistrate was appointed for the
criminal administration of the district. The records of the Judge-
Magistrate and the Magistrate of Patna from 1790 to 1858 were
preserved in the office of the District Judge, Patna. Some years ago
these were brought to the Bihar Research Society, Patna, for the purpose

of editing and they are still there.

/ The record relating to the administration of Justice in the Patna
distriet are also available in the archives of the Calcutta and Patna
High Courts.

The Records Room of the Patna Collectorate contains vernacular
records relating to the revenue administration of the district. All
post-1857 English records of the Collectorate are also preserved there.
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