PREFACE =

The first District Gazetteer of Bhagalpur \%}J‘By‘me, 19,8‘
weas published in 1911 as one of the series of Béﬁésﬁ District

. Gagetteers. The old series of Distriot Gazetteers although replete

with faots and brlliiantly written had a very limited objective.
They are now quite out of date.

The State Government in the Revenue Department have under-
taxen the work of re-writing and publishing the entire series of
Bihar Gazetteers. In the last few decades there had been very
many basic changes in the distriet and the country. With the
independence of the country the very character of the State
Government has changed: -The old District Gazetteer of
Bhagalpur even, if available, is of little help now.

This re-written District Gazetteer of Bhagalpur is my 9th
publication in the new series. The re-written District Gazetteers
for Hazaribagh, Mazaffarpur, Gaya, Singhbhum, Saran, Champaran,
Monghyr and Palamau have already been published.

The work of re-writing of the District Gazetbeer of Bhagalpur
has its own difficulties. There have been no recent Survey and
Settlement Operations. No comprehensive socio-economic survey®
of the distriot has been undertaken. Officers in key position have
their own problems and even if interested in this type of work,
theg have very little leisure to give any active collaboration.
The District Gazetteers of the border distrigts in other States have
not yet been published. ' ¢

I was, however, fortunate in receiving help from various sources.
I was first posted to Bhagalpur in 1931 followed by a second
posting in 1945. I have had frequent occasions sdlvisit Bhagalpur
in other official capacity from the State level. I have had the
privilege of studying the district during the fateful years of 1946-47
affd after.

R.e.garding old documents and almost unavailable published
literature, I am indebted to institutions like National Archives,
New Delhi, National Library, Calcutta and the As.ia.tic Society of
Beagal. These institations have ungrudgingly - placed their
books at my disposal. The authorities of the National Archives
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have gove out of their way to trace old documents to help my
study. I have also looked into the old English correspondence
in Bhagalpur Collectorate. For the later events, I have obtained
help from various Census Reports, manuscripts and data collected
from the collaborators and personal invest igation. Iam part cularly
indebted to Dr. K.K. Basu, ph, v, for his collaboration in the
compilation of the text on History. Some of the old residents of
Bhagalpur like Sri Amulya Krishna Roy, Khitish Chandrs
Mukherjee, ete. have helped me considerably in various manner.
8ri P. C. Singh, Senior Deputy Collector posted at Bhagalpur has
supplied all the photos for this Gazetteer. A keen sbudent of Ancient
Indian History and Architecture, Sri P. (. Singh took & much
~ larger number of photos and wanted to give them all to me but
it was not possible to include all the photos,

The Ministry of Scientific Researeh and Cultursl Affairs, New
Delhi have taken up the work of co-ordingting the new District
Gazetteers of the States and publishing four volumes of Central
Gazetteers for India. In consultation with the States the Ministry
has drawn a general plan to be followed by the States for
their District Gazetteers as far as possible. The general pattern
laid down by the Ministry of Scientific Research and Cultural
Affairs has been generally followed. My thanks are due to the
Central Gazetteers Unit for some valuable suggestions.

I am grateful for the guidance and encouragement that I have
continued receiving from the Chief Minister Pandit Binodanand
Jha, Revenue Minister Sri Mahesh Prasad Sinha, and the Chief
Secretary, SrdS. J. Mazumdar, 1.c.8. They have always taken
a very keen interest in this work.

I have tried to provide an objective book for a wide range of
fea.derg—poliﬁchns, writers, scholars, administrators, tourists and
by no means, the least, the interested man in the street. Personally
Ihave enjoyed writing this book and it will be a privilege
if the book is of some help to the readers of the present amd
coming generation. *

Parna : '
P. C. ROY CHAUDHURY

o Jst October, 1962,
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