| BUDGET SESSION } IN THE HOUSE

Bihar eyes irrigation potential on

779,000 h

Jha informs that the
rubber dam project
on the Fagu river is
heading towards
completion
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PATNA: Bihar government Is
warking to create irrigation
potential in 779000 hectares of
arem inder its ambitieus “water
to every farm” scheme, a key
component ol chiel miniswer
Nitish Komar's  “bSeven
Hesolves (Part-2}1" in the
prosent regime, state's water
resources minister  Sanjay
Eumar Jha sald in the Assem-
By on Wednesday,

Giving the government's
repdy oo the budgetary demand
of 3469298 crore after bwo-
Feowr debare, Jha sald de seate-
swlide lechndeal survey had been
comipleted between Junwary
18 Julv 29, 2021 and schemes:
identified for pugmenting irri-
matinn potential and ensuring
weatter b every farmidn the next
four years, The budget was
passed with volee vote after
Opposition walked our al thi
fog end,

“Thi CM has begn keen oo
rejuvenating lost water bodics
and ensuring cplimal use of
surplies water mn rivers during
floods by diverting them o
parched arees as part of the
wateT oo every farm initintive. It
involves restoring the trodi-
tlenal ‘ahaar-paen’, Interiink-
ing of rlvers, construction of
reservales and plpelines and o
lot more. Work has alieady
commenced on severml projects
il schemes, Budgetary pravi-
sion for schemes has alresdy
been mnde in the 2022-23 bud-
pot.” he said, adding the tenget

= s
Sanjuy Kumar Tha
i to crente nedditiomal frrignion
potential of 143,163 hectares in
Hr22-25 amd restore lost Iriga-
tion potential on 2LLO00 hee-
Lares.

The nuiniseer said his depar-
tent was working on refuvena-
tion of dried-up rivers and
intra-linkioe of small rivers. a
new concept glven by Bibar in
place of inter-linking of rivers,
which will not only help in
flood miclgation, but also cre-
ate lrrigndion potential, "It was
due o Blhar's elfores that the
Natlonal Water Development
Authoriy (NWDA] has now
been entrusted to work on
intra-linking of rivers also.
Bihar's Bapmatd-Ganyes link,
Budhl Gandak MNoon vis Ganga
linleand Bagmat-Budhi Gam-
dak link schemes are under the
consideration of the central
agency.” he said,

The minkster sald that that at
present the state government is
el |k witld0s vl resounces
on intra-linking of small fvers
of Bagmuti, Kamls and Kosi
Easin in north Bihar and Pun-
pun, Keul-Haorchar basin and
smaller rivers In South Bihar,
“Bebwen Dthiar scheme 1n Sitamis-
rivi Involving transfer of sur-
plus Bagmati water o Budhi
Gendak has already shown o
Lot of potential. It is the flrst
state nwa-lnking project and
set Lo b completed this year.
The kosi-Mechi river link
project is mlso moving ferward
after getting all clearnnces
from the Centre Tt has becn

ineluded in the national
project, which will onsure G0
Tomiding from the Centre, How-
ever, we want It i be Centre-
State sharing on S0 basis
and we e written Lo this
regard, citing Ken-Berwa
praject. The project cost was
cutimated at 4900 crome in
2016 and waould wo further up.
It will be s geme changer for
four Seemanchal districts of
Purnia. Katihor, Kishangan
and Ararin,” he said

Jhn said that the rubber dam
project on the Falgu river, na-
gurated by the CM on Sepret-
ber 22, 2020, ls headinp
towards completon and onee
completed, it would cnsure
rovnd-teyear water availabil-
ity near the famous Vishnu
remle, which drows lnkhs of
devotees every vear, “The gov-
ETTITENT wants oo complete it
belore Plocipalesh Mela and 1t
should be achieved by August
2022, though the scheduled
deadline was October 2023,
The ‘Ganga Jal Apoort Yojana”
under the ambitious “Jal-Je-
evan-Hadiyali® initiatlve for
envitonmentil protection is set
0 he eompleted by June this
vear despite its extension to
inelude Nowada with Gaoya,
Boddh Gaya and Riajelr, " he
gabil.

Listing other iibjor nita-
tives, Jha said the western Kosi
canal project would create
additional irrigation potentil
of 265,000 hectares in Dar
bhanes and Madhaban! mnd it
is being expanded, "The work
on the #3405-crore barmge in
Jaymagar hae alaostarted o is
Hkely to be completed next
vear, The work on the stremgth-
ealog of el and cght embunk-
mientol Kuomla Balan js alsoon,
1t will suve a large arca of M-
ila from the scourze of Oopd
o eremte frripstion potentiol,”
he =aid.

ectares, says minister

Left red-faced over its
MGNREGA reply,
govt orders probe
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PATNA: The Bilwar government
on Wednesday ordered an
inguiry afer ie was left rod-
faced over a reply on Job crel-
o under MONREGA it shived
in the state assembly after
leader of the opposition
Tiiashwi Prassd Yaday trashed
thi figures as "misleading™ and
contrary to cho dats in the
national portn! of the centmily
sponsored rural employment
scheme.

* We will enguire into the
matier and take actlon agalnst
officlals I they are fownd 1o
have glven wrong answers for
sovertment reply on jobs cre-
ateed under MGRNREGA in the
current fiseal,” sald roral devel-
opment minister Shravan
Kumar,

The ministers assuranee
came after Tofashd challengsd
hils reply thar the government

bl pronviced jobs 1o Gl lakh out
of 62 lakh spplicants under the
schema incthis corrent fiacal

* Thie government is claiming
It has provided worlk to 99.90%
of job applicants, This i com-
pletely wrong, The nadonal per-
tal of MGNHEGA, which
updates data on real-time bass,
shows & different story,”
Teimshwi said, disploying dacs
sheets upoadid from the par-
tal.

The BRI leader said the
naticmal portal showaed rhat 153
crore job cardholders had
sought work |n the veoar 202]-27
whereas stafe government (s
cladrobng that anly 52 lakh peo-
e had soughi work,

A per the poral, ooy 45,67
lekh people have pot work
under the secheme while only
14580 job cardhaobders have gof
100¥ chys of work this yewr, The
average work allotted per
household Is 36685 mandoys,”
he sadd.

assembly on Wednesday,

RID lender Tejushwi Yadoy intemets with medin outside Bihar
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