The Protection of Civil Rights (PCR) Act, 1955
{Act No.22 OF 1955}

[8™ May, 1955]

An Act to prescride punishment for the ‘[preaching and practics of - ~Untouchability™] for the enforcement of any
disabikity arising therefrom for matters connected therewith.

BE & enacted by Parllament in the Sixth Year of the Republic of India as follows:

4, Short ttle, sxtont stid comemancmment

. This Act may be cailea {the Protection of Chvil Rights Act, 1955}

2. It extends ‘to the whole of India.

2 ttstwﬁcememmformmswmate‘asmaﬂtratcwmmmmbvnmmnm:heomcta!
Gazeltts, appoit.

2. Definitions

In this Act, unless the context otherwise requsires, -

¢ a) "civil NGRES™ MEARS ANY iGNt ACCrUING 10 3 DEFson by reassn of the abotizen of “untoucnatinty™ by articie 17 of

g Tt e |
e Cengliiution)

5

f{aat] “notel” incluges a refrashmaent room, 2 boarging hause, a iagging houss, 3 coffee house and a cafe

1(b)] “place” includes & house, buiging and other Structure an premises; and 3iso includes a tent, vehicle ard
vessel

(c)'mofwmmm‘mmmmmuwwxmmmmminwmchan
entartainment is provided or heid.

Expiaration: “Entertainment” includes any exhidition, performance, gome, Sport and any cther farm of amusement.

{d} "place of public worship® means a piace, Dy whatever name known, which 15 used 25 3 place of public religious

worship or which is dedicatad generatly 10, or is used generally by, persons [rufessing any religion or belonging to
Ny refigious SENOITHNETION OF MYy SECTON

1. Subs. by Act 106 of 1976, 5. 2, for "practice of Untouchability™ {w.a.f. 19-11-1976).
2. Subs, by 5. 3, i, for “the Unttuchabliity {Ofences) Act” (w.e.f. 19-11-1976}.

3. Extended 16 Gos, Daman and Diu with modification Dy Regulation 12 of 1962, section 3 and Schedule to Dacra
and Nagar Haveli by Regulation § of 1963, section 2 and Schedule I {with effect from 1% July, 1965} and to
Pondicherny by Regulation 7 of 1963, section 3 and Schedule 1 (with effect from 1™ October, 1963).

4, 1% June, 1955, vide Notification Mo. 5.R.0. 1109, dated the 237 May, 1955. Garette of India, 1955,
Extracrginary, Part 11, Section 1, Peage 1971,

$. Ins. by At 106 of 1976, 5 4 (w.e.f 19-11.1876}.

5. Clause (2) was relettered as ciduse (33) by & 4, ind., (w.¢.£.19-11-1976)



7. Subs. by & 4 iid., for ct. (b) {w.ef. 19 -11-1976).
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theseof, for the performance of any religious SEIVICE, or for offering prayers thersin; ‘land inciudes-

i ail lands subsidiary Shiines appurtenant or artached to any such place,

i, awwneiymdpmofmrﬂsiownzhismmambvmwmmmmmmnamd
public worship, and

#i. sm:nmm«wmmmpmmmmwmwMawmpamwmbyme
ommwmbeuseduamcecfpumcw“wmip-;'}

i{{da) "prescribed” means prascribed by rules made under this Act;
{ah) "Scheduted Castes™ has the mesning assigned W it in clause (24] of articie mmﬁemm;}

{el "shap” mears any Drenuses where goods #re 50K either whokesaie or by retaid or both whalestle and by retall
i{ang ncludes:

1. mypaacerwmwherzgmasareéoisbvahMavaermmamtevmorm
2. & tsundry ang 3 hair QUtting Saioon,
3. anmy other place where services are rendered to Customers].

3. Punisterent for enforcing refigious disabilities

Whoever on the ground of TuntoUTRALHTY” prevents any Derson -

5. framm&nmmvp!aceatpubhcmmpwhimsmanWrmswmngmsamefeﬂgm"“
of any sectitn thersof, a3 such perstn; or

6. from worsmpping or ofifering prayers or performing 3ny religious service in any place of publie worship, or
bathing i, o using the waters of, any secred tank, weil, sp¥ing of water-course Hriver or lake or bathing
at any ghat of such tank, water-COUrSE, Nver O ake] n the Same Manner and o the same extent as s
pérmissible to the other persons professing the same religion -7 " or any section thereof, &5 such perser,

ﬁmﬂkm&b&mimmmmamdmmmammmmmmovemansiummm
2150 with fife which shall be not tess than one hundred rupews and not more than five hundrad rupees].

!.uplamion:mmmammmmsmmmwmssmwmmsgm
or persons grofessing the Hindu reigion n any of its forms or developmants inciuding Virashaivas, Ungayats,
Mmsas,foaowmamhm,wmm.maammmmmnymmmmumwm
Hindus

1. Subs. by At 106 of 1976, 5. & for certain words (w.e.f. {9-11-1976). -
2. Ins. by Act 106 of 1575; 5. 4 {w.e.f 19-11-1976).

3. The words "of belonging to the same refigicus denomination” omitted by s. 5, ibid., (w.ef, 19-11-1976).

4, Ins, by 5. 5, DK, (w.el 19-11-1976}.

5. Subs. by 5. 5, ibid,, for cerlam words {w.a.l. 19-11-1976}.
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b Mmym-mmmmmmmmymmmmmmdmmm
mstitutions

' "{Mmmmmwimammmmﬂfwazm«mmwmmmwmmmmmm

asowmﬂmwhuﬁsal!unothssmmmmredwmmmmmmreumms}.

&wmm:»ﬂm-umm

\'Ihncveronm:qroundd’umhmm'mmqﬂlmgowsmmsmgmsﬁlufmmmmym
manymatmmtémwmmeMmmmmmmmaormm
goodsmm}dorwv#cemlmmm'mmmmwmmdmm‘{mu
wmmuﬁemmimmﬂmmmamdmmmmm«&thaﬂmmmanﬁzmmmmm
mmmmmmmmmmwmmmmﬂwnmmj.

7.%““%.&&“&%

1. Whoever-

a, mmmvmwmummmtmwmmwmmmmimd
~untouchabiity® under artcie 17 of the Con- stitution; or

5. motests, injures, anndys, phstruds or cauges ar attempts to cause dbstruction to any persen in the
exercise of any sulh right of Meiests, Wwjures, Snneys o7 BoyCoils Any Sersen Iy redsss of hiz naving
mxercised any such right; or

¢. by worgs, either spoken or written, or Dy Signs or Ly viSiDIE repress- ataticns of ckherwiss, nGtes o

gncourages any peérson or dass of persons of the public generatty to practice urtouchsbility” i any form
whatsogver; {or] :

’{d,mwmmmiMMMgmd‘wramberofasamaumcmi

‘{stuubepmmmmmmlwamdmmmmm«%ammmmm
m_mammmmmmuemmummmmmmmmmme
hundred rnupees]. '

5{w13'ammumwwmumm-

'R refuses to et Such sthar person or rafiuses 1 permi such sther person, Lo use or HCcupy any
mww«mwmwimmmm,wuﬂmm,mmm
or to render 1o Bith or receive from lim any customary service, OF refuses 10 6o any of the saud
wmmmmmmquuuwmmmmmemﬁMmumd
busingss; o

b. mmmmw.mmurmmsummdwww maintain with
such other person.
1. Gubs. by Act 105 of 1976, 5. 7, for certadn words (w.ef, 19-11-1975)
2. Subs. by 5. 8, ibid., tor cartain words (w.ef, 19-11-1976).

3. Ins. by 5. 9, ibid., (w.ef. 19-11-1976},

4. Sybs. by ibid., 5. 9 for cerisin words {w.e.f. 15.11.1976}.
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Explangtion- In this section, “Ecence™ mcludes 8 permit or 2 permyigsion.

a.mmuwammww,

ke e A

wmmemnmmmdnﬁmdwb&km*{amwmtlmvﬂoﬂ!}mam
rzwaofaqrantofmﬁormmfmmm&mmmt&mvmddmmmwmmwdm
mvmnummdwwsmdmww«m.mwmmy,Ifirsttsopmm
mummmofmeasemmmmamum.dm&emmmwmpmndmm«'mma
such grant.

10. Abstment of the offence

. sk - e e A

wmanmmmmmmmumwnmmwmwm?«mum.

ﬂzmnmn-Ammwmmmwmwmwmdmymmlmmmnm
Mthmmmwebemdmoﬂmpmmmmum.s

oA, mdmmmnwwmmm

1, If, after an inguicy ining priscribed manner, theState Government 15 satishied that the inhabitants of an
area ars concerned in. or abetting the commission of, any cffence punishabie under this AQ, o
Rarhourig RTINS concemed the commissigh of such offence of failing o render all the assistance n
thewr power to Qistover or apprehend tne gfender o offenders of supprensing matenst evidence of the
commission of such offence, the State Govermnment may, by noufication e Offical Gazee, impose 3
roflgetive fine on such whabitants ang apportion such fine amongst the inhabitants who are lable
coliectively to gy it, ang Such apporunment shall oe mate arcord- ing i the State Govemment's
judgment of the respective Mmeans of such ihabi-tants and in making a0y such apportionment the State
Government may 3saign a portion of sudh m:caﬁmctuundivmdfamiwmbemmbyﬂ;

Provides tat the fine apportioned to an inhabitant shall not be reatised until the petition, if any, filed Dy
him under sub-section {3} is disposed of.

2. The notification mae unger sub-section {13 shatt be prociaimad in the ared py beat of drum or in 5uh
amermnerasmmwsewmwtmmmkmmmummmmmtmposmmdthe
wumeﬂuemmenmdmimmdmwm.

3 mwnm&dwmimmdmwmﬁmm-wmbmmmwm
oreerofeppcmonmzm.mv.wmmwmm,ﬂkambdmmsuu‘
mmm«wwm-amcowmwvmmmwmm
mmmm«mw&mawmamﬁmm:

Provided that no fee snali be charged for Diing such petition.

& msmco«ethmeaMmanmulmergivhgmthemuoma
mmbwmdmm,wsmwmranmmmkm:
l'rowoedMMamwmﬂmhmanmumammmnshmnube
reaiisablefmmmpemn.mmmmmmﬁmmemumdmamunwm»
mn(t}wttmmmmmmuwmmuem<

4. mmmmecnmmmmsnmmnu}.mmsov«mm may exempt the victims of

mvmmemmwumwsm«mmmmm,innmm,faxzwmmqu

of persons specified in sub-section (1), from the lisbility to pay the collective fine imposed under sub-
section (1) or any portion thereot.] '

1. Ins. by A 106 of 1376, 5. 11 {w.et. 19-11-1976}.

2. Ins. by 5. 12, iid, (w.et, 19-11-1976).

PR
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Expianation - For the purpase of this section -

a. "oompmv'mnsampbmcmmmmaﬂmwmmaamwm;and
o "dinaofmmwmaﬂmmagmmmﬂrmu

mam::#mmmwm

1. Mosult,Wmmmwlmmunmm&mdswmmmammm
Mmmmwmsmwfammwmwmmmmu.
2. Nosu'rtoramerlegalproceaﬂwMlnnmgmmwmm‘torasuuwmmrmy

camaqecamwiulywbeMmeymwmmismmrmmwimmwbem
under this Act.]

Hammuwmmw -

1.  Notwithstanding arything contained in the Code of Crirmnai Procedure, 1973 (2 of 19747}, every offence
punishable under rhis At shall be cogIsDIe and every such offence, except where it is punishabie with
imprisonment for 8 minimum term exteeding three months, may be trieg summar- ity by a Judicial
Maqas:ramdmﬁm:mmmammmnmbvnmmnnwzemxmmmm
procedure specified in the sad Codie.

7. motwithstanding anything contained in the Code of Criminat Proced-ure, 1873 (2 of 19741, whan any pubiic
qervart o 2ilegmd ta have committed the pftence of abetment of an aoffence purisnisbie under this A,
while actng of purporlig to adt in the discharge of his offiGiBt duty, 1o CouTt Shat take cogriance of sulh
oMente of aberment except with the previous sanction-

a.  of e Centrsl Government, i1 the (a58 of & persen smployed I connection with the affars of
the Union; and

ofthesuuswzmment.mmecaseufapemonemwmmmthnmaﬂmrsafa
State

1umammum-wmmmmmmmmd-wm
be svaiind of by the concerned Persons : : '

1. Subject to such rutes as the Central Government may make in this behalf, the State Governiment shad
ukesud'rmeﬁmsnmayumcssavmreﬂwmmmﬂqhsmhnmmlmof
*untouckability” are rate Available 10, and are availed of by, the persons subjected to any disabitity
anising out of the “untouchability”

b 5

In particuiar, and without prejum to thve generality of the provisions of sub-section {1}, such measures
may inchude -

i. the provision of adequate Taciiities, incluging legal aid, to the persans subjecied o any disabiy
anising out of “untouchabiiity” to enable them 13 avall themselves of such rights;

mwumrxmwemmwmmﬁmﬂwm
contravention of the provisions of this Act;

it memwwmawmmmquMrmm;

v, mmwof@mmmasu&mdmmds as the State Gavernment may think Mt
taummmmmmmmmwwgmm;

1. ins. Dy Act 106 of 1976, &, 16 (w.e.l. 19-13-1976).

2. 5ubs. by 5. 17, ibid., for 5. 15 {welf 19-_£l-1976).
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The Central Provinces and Beras Scheduted Castes (Remaovpt of Civil Disatntities) Act, 1947 {Centrai
provinces ang Berar Act AXTV of 1947).

he Central Prowinces and Berar Temple Ertry Authorisstion Act, 1947 {Central Provinces ang Berar Act
%L1 of 1947)-

Tne East Punjab [Removal of Religious and Sociat Disabilies) Act, 1948 (East punsat AcT XV1 of 1948).
The Madras Removal of Crvil Disabiities ALk, 1938 {Macras At XX1 of 1938).

The Orissa Removal of Civit Disabitites Act, 1945 (Orissa Act Xi of 1946

the Orissa Tempie Entry Authorisation Act, 1948 (Orissa Act X1 of 1548},

. “the Unibed Provinies Removal of Sociat DisabiRies Act, 1947 {UP, ACLXIV of 1947},

. Trne West Benigat Hindu Sociat Disabiliies hemoval Act, 1948 {West Bangsl At }(XXVR of 19448).

. Tne Hyderabad Harjan Tempie Entry Reguiations, 1358F (No.LV of 1358 Fas_ﬁ}_

 The Hyderabad Harijan (Removal of Social Disabilitses) Regulation, 1358F (Na. LVI of 1358 Fashi.

. The Madhya Bharat Harjan Ayoita Nivaran vidhan, Samvat 2005 {Madbys Bharat Act No, 15 of 1549).
 The Removai of Civil Dilsabiitties Act, 1943 (Mysore Act XLII of 1943).

. The Mysore Tempae Entry Authorisation Act, 1948 (Mysore At X1V of 1948).

_ The Saurashtra Marijan (Removai of Soclal Disspaities} Ordinance {Ko XL of 1948},

. The Travancore-Cochin Rramovai of Sociai Dissbitities At 1125 {Travancore-Cochin Act Vil of 11285}

. The Travancore-Cochin Tempie Entry, Removal of Disabitities Act, 1950 tTravancore-Cochin Act XXVIt of

1950).

The Cocrg Scheduled Castes (Removal ot Chell ang Sociat Disabilities) Act, 1949 {Coorg Act T of 1548).
The Coorg Tempie Bntry Authonsaticn Act, 1949 (Coorg Act 31 of 1949}



