
TI{E SCHEDT]LED CASTES AND THE SC}IEDULED TRIBES
(PREVENTION OF ATROCITIES) ACT, 1989

Acr No. 33 oF 1989

ll I th Septenber, 1989.1

An Act to prevent tle commission of offences of atocities against the members of the Scheduled

Castes and the Scheduled Tribes, to provide for llspecial Courts and the Exclusive Special

Courts] for the trial of such offences and for the relief and rehabilitation of the victims of
such offences and for matters connected therewith or incidental thereto.

BE it enacted by Parlianent in the Fortieth Year ofthe Republic oflndia as follows:-

CIIAPTERI

PRELIMINARY

l. shont dtle, extent rnd commencement.-<1) This Act may be called the Scheduled Castes and

the Scheduled Tribes (Prevattion of Arocities) Act, 1989'

(2) It extends to the whole of lndia except the State of Jammu & Kashmir'

(i) It shall come into force on such date2 as the Central Covernment may, by notification in the

Official Gazette, appoint.

2. Definitions.{1) In this Act, untess the context otherwise requircs'-

(a) "atrocity" means an offence punishable under section 3;

(b) "Code" means the Code of Criminal Procedure' 1973 (2 of 1974\;

r(bb) -dependenfl means the spouse' children' pareo6' brother and sister of the victinl who are

a"p"li'.* *tt'oirv or mainly 6a 5u6h victim for his support and maintenance:

(bc) "economic boYcott" means-

(r) a retusal to dear wrth, work for hire * .":*.:1':-::."::;TXJ 
opportunities for

(ii) to deny oppornraities hctuding access to servl

."oa'i.ing set'iie for consideration; or

(ii to reftse t Uo -Vth'og on'0" terms on which things would be co[rmonly done in the

""'H;"ffit::Tt;:""anal or business relations that one would maintain with other

person; E-^'tr{ive Soecial court esublished under

-"y*;u*:'""xi?xlfi $,fr "#t"1Ju"lx!1"'illliTo".'

,",$ilT*l*#d[t]ffi ,,{""'fi ?'J}tmn*'l;*'#,f S}""gltfi.li'"3'"i$;

(2 of2007);

..#,Hgi:ffi lil"l;#S;""ry''Jffi LT'J*ry*"#ff 'ffi $l':liihH'IL:lli 
j

(25 of2013);

,-,"9,,1,?H,l:'ff i"i'"Tff-:,T*ililT#*"f"f 'TJ':i:#trilj.Tfff-trf".i:

2. 30th January, l94[, vide notifiqrion N
Courts" (s'.e

o. S.O. t06(E)'
f.26-l-2016).

d.ted 29fil. Subs. bY AdIof2ol6,s 2, for'Speoial

1
,.'#otffiit?r,u, s' 3 (we'r' 26'1'2016)'

January, 1990, See Gazest' of India' Exf'ordimry'



time being in force and includes any person acting in his offrcial capacity under the central
Gov€rnment or the State Govemment, as the case may beN

(c) "Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes" shall have the meanings assigned to them
respectively under clause (24) and clause (25) of article 366 of the Constitution;

(d) "Special Court" means a Court of Session specified as a Special Coud in section 14;

(e) "Special Public Prosecutot'' means a Public Prosecutor specified as a Special public
Prosecutor or an advocat€ rcferred to in section I 5;

'11ea; "schedule" means the Schedule appended to this Act;

(eb) "social boycott" means a refisal io permit a pelson to render to other person or receive from
him any customary service or to abstain fiom social relations that one would maintain with other
person or to isolate him from others;

(eQ "victim'means any individual who falls within the definition of the ..Scheduled 
Castes and

Scheduled rribes" under clause (c) of sub-section (1) of section 2, and who has suffered or
experienced physical, mental, psychological, emotional or monetary harm or hanm to his property as a
result of the commission of any offence under this Act and includis his relatives, hga ffidian and
legal heirs;

(ed) '!r'ihess" Tem any person who is acquainted with the facts and circumstances, or is in
possession of any information or has knowledge nicessary for tbe purpose of inv*tig"til, ;ft; ;;
I"*|*11 "_T-", 

hroryilC an offence unJer this eci and wno i, o. *y b";.dJ;H;mroflnabon or make a statement or produce any document during investigatioq inqu*y or tria'i ofsuch case and includes a victim of suci offenceN
2[1fl 

trre words and exnressions used but not defined in this Act and defined in the Indian penalcode (4s of 1860), the rndian Evldenc.e +!t, isziii.r'is?2j 
"r 

the code of criminar procedure,

,f#,-",i:13::)"ilffi'"' be' sharl be a"","'ii t" t""" in" ';'"d;;;ffifr;:ff;;,"
. . 

(2) Any reference in this Act to alrv enr.:rl?lenr ^, a6!, --^.-:-:^,
;;*l'rui;Xg.;*l'Ti"f i"'i'3ill"llTffi tTI'J::['ffi 'tr?:t#li::;'ill:t?"ffi,A:

CHAPTER II

". " 
l;lJffffnt 1' 

ou",o. "*o"lililr ffiffi being a meder of a Schedrred caste

"."[?J"iHH*,if11'r.T"ffi H#i:?.i::*".ffi $;,,1"T.Tir"*,::ffi :ffi ;*.""'
",{i"'ffi fl :;ifl:ff r."fi Jffi ffi #J,:uHT:x'sH,..i!.g;7,n;q;.,-"t,n"

#Jr,*pl,.ilitTi".Tly;ff ll,ltT;irj:"#:ffj."fl 
"xi;.ff H;jdff ?ff

a*9r3ffT#,*th footwear or parades naked or semi-naked a member of a Schedured caste or a

I
2
3

Ins. by Act
Subs. by s.
Subs. by s. i 

j.i,ii *:.r#dii,,i**,,.,
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6I ?

(e) forcibly commits on a member of a Scheduled Caste or a Scheduled Tribe any act, such as
removing clothes fiom the person, forcible tonsuring of head removing moustaches, painting face or
body or any other similar act, which is derogatory to hunan dignity;

(/) wrongfully occupies or cultivates any land, owned by, or in the possession ofor allotted to, or
notified by any competent autlority to be allotted !o, a member ofa Scheduled Caste or a Scheduled
Tribe, or gets such land transferred;

(g) Mongfully dispossesses a member ofa Scheduled Caste or a Scheduled Tribe from his land or
premises or interferes with the enjoyment of his rights, including forest righs, over any land or
premises or water or irrigation facilities or destroys the crops or takes away the produce therefrom-

Erplanation.-For the purposes of clause (/) and this clause, the expression 'trongflrlly''
includes-

(l) against the person's will;

(,8) without the person's consent;

(C) with the person's consen! where such coDsent has been obtained by putting the person, or

any other person in whom the person is hterested in fear ofdeath or ofhurt; or

(D) fabricating records ofsuch land;

(i) makes a member of a Scheduled Caste or a Scheduled Tribe q,9" ""811- t1tjTlj"1r,s,E
forcid ot bonded labour other than any compulsory service for public purposes mposed Dy me

GoYemment;

(i) compels a member of a Scheduled Caste or a Scheduled Tribe to dispose or carry human or

animal carcasses, or to dig gaves;

/i) makes a member of a Scbeduled Caste or a Scheduled Tribe to do manual scavengrng or

.-oY#;;;;the "mployment 
of such member for such purpose;

(t) performs' or promotes dedicatitrg a Scheduled Caste.or a Scheduled Tnbe woman to a deity'

idol. obiect of worship, "*", 
""TTtf;J iJr'iil*-''[*r"; zs a devadasi or anv other similar

practice or permis aforementioned acts:

(I) forces or intimidates or prevents a member ofa Scheduled Caste or a Scheduled Tribe-

(l) not to vot€ or to vote for a particular candidate or to vote in a maoner other than that

Fovided bY law;

(B) not to file a nomination as a candidate or m with&aw such nominatioE or

(C) not m propose 9r- 
second the nomination of a member of a Schedulcd Caste or a

,,IilH+1ffi#*Fiil'#};"s*!H*:::*H*'####}'H
duties and fimctions;

-#"#d[mr':mm,-{xry.q';'-*$ntr#ffi 
:t?:1:

(dcommi,s-,*-=ufi*:iih':'fmfm*.1#f f lifr ii:H:'
fribe ior having voted or not n'

ptJiJ tv r'n; ,' 
rusi or vexatious surt or criminal or other teBal proceedings against a

-"flTflH"iff hEltli";J;;;'n*'
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(g) grves any false or frivolors infomation to any public servant and thereby causes such public
servant to use his lawful power to tle injury or annoyance of a member of a Scheduled Cast€ or a
Scheduled Tribe;

(r) intentionally insults or intimidates \dth intent to huniliate a member ofa Scheduled Caste or a
Schedrled Tribe in any place within public view;

(s) abuses any member of a Scheduled Caste or a Scheduled Tribe by czste name in any place
within public view;

(/) destroys, rl,mages or defiles any object generally known tb be held sacred or in high esteem by
members ofthe Scheduled Castes or the Scheduled Tribes.

Explanation.-For the purposes ofthis clause, the expression "object" mears and includes statue,
photograph and portrait;

(z) by words either written or spoken or by signs or by visible representation or otherwise
qrgmgtgs oJ attempts to promore feelings of enmity, hatred or ilt-will against members of the
Scheduled Castes or the Scheduled Tribes;

(v) by words either written or spoken or by any other means disrespects any late person held in
high €steem by members ofthe Scheduled Castes o; the Scheduled Tribes;

,^^J_Y]_(:l-.-:r":1ally touches. a woman belonging to a Scheduled Caste or a Scheduled Tribe,
Knowmg that srre berongs to a scheduled caste or a Scheduled rribe, when such act of touching is oia sexual nah[e and is without the recipient's consenq

^- !') 
*": .*"I$' T.. or gest,res of a sexual nan,e towards a woman belonging to a scheduredcaste or a Schedured rribe, knowing that she berongs to a s.i"art"J cr"t" o. a Schedured rribe.

. E-rplanation'-For the purposes ofsub-clause (l), the expression ..consent.. 
means an unequivocalvoruntary agreement when rhe nerson by words, g;Jh""r,;iil;* 

"f 
,"r_r;il;;;;;;;;:communicates wilhngness to participa," ," ,t" ii..#lr"t,"' 

*, '"',.
Provided that a woman beronging 1s x Schedured caste or a schedured rribe who does not offerliffiil:Hfl':"1#l"T;g.;*i; ;;;Jfi ;;Lffi;rv orthat ract, is to be regarded as

Provided firrther that a wo
consent or mitigate the offence; 

man's sexual history, including with the offender shall not imply

Q) comrys or fouls the wa

m,:r[":m*miL%?.H.",[.TL:'fiT;;ffi I"Js#J*1"_;ffi1il:',Xilffi g;l

*1t$"{:E'H[*rfrH'#**:***r*m*"i,*,t1ffi'x 
*

""!? 
*:tff".H:$r,.1,m of a Scheduled caste or a sched.led rnbe to reave his house.

nro,lJ#r 
ftat nothing conrained in 0ris crause shafl appry to any action taken in discharge of a

*.t;:liltP- or prevents a member of a Scheduted caste or a Scheduled Tribe in any marner

#*ffi 'H#rhfi-{ jifu+}f :,:#;infr Tt';;"Tffi t"flTt#:t
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#:if,*:.triiii,,"-rf.tlffihhH::7ff 
:il;

,ryiili{ --,.dilffi;ffffiffi:
;#*.,lt#'ry1'1*'mr*'""t'r:r*mrrnm*::*,::ffi 

r,:.rm{:ff::ffi_,*=rlililr,h*;;*i
,,,ry ;*ruiirt l*.,+-,n"rfrT, ik##ffi ffi ::1:*::l:

qT,#".:,if" *g**=tffffi .:;::.::;,",";

ry,o*;+fl*ffru#t*N*us,:**m
*ml,;1*qnat$lp.,i;***i:rtr#?;Tffirny extend to seven y.* oi ,p*

S;"

u

(ur) comnits adschief by fre or any explosive substanc€ intending to cause or loowing it to belikely that te caus€ drrrEge to any property belonging to a member of a Scheduled Casteor a Sched cd shall be prmishable with rmpnsonment for a term which shall not be less thans1x mds may extend to seven years and with fine;

(i) mischief by fre c alry explosive subsaar rntending to cause or knowing it to beEE thereby r"cr &ruction of any hiHing which is ordinarily used as a place of&e[ing p(opeftyErb 'a place fr hn or as a place fu orstody of the by a member ofaSctoftbd Caste or a Schedrlod shall be punishable wift rmpnsonment for life and with fine;
(v) commits any offence rmder the Indian penal Code (45 of 1860) punishable with imprisonmentfa a tau of ten yean or mm against a person or prop€rqr [howing that such person ii a memberof e Scheduled Caste or a Scheduled Tribe or such property belongs to such member], shall bepmishable with imprisonment for life and with fine;

Tn'be,

. 

z[(va) commits any offence specified in the Schedule, asainst a rsuch person i. u'o.-uo oiu s-"n.arr.a c".[ 
", "-i"-n-"al,iiiiTir:ffiilrT,fl:iffi;,*iHt f.T

l ' subs by Act I of 2016, s 4' for 'on the gro-unt, that such p€rson is a member of a sched ed caste or a scheduled rrib€ or
^ 

such propeJty belongs m such member,, (w.e. t. ZC_t_20rc.1.'----- 
'

2- lns. by s. 4, ibid. (w.e.f 26-t-2016).
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6. Application of certrin Provisions of the Indier .-Subj€ct b provisions of

this Act, the Provisions of settion 34, Chapt€r [,Cder V, ChtF on 149 and

Chapter )O(tr of the Indian P€nal Code (+S of fefO), .t n' as may be, dt orltposes of

this Act as they apply for the purposes ofthe Indim Penal Code

7. Forfeiture of prop€rty of certain Perso,nt-{') Wh€re a person has beca cmvicted of any

off.*. p*i.iluUf" *6er tti. Lhaper, the S'pecia Colrt TV' in addition to awading uy prnishment'

*':ttr#*h'#tr-##J':lr#,H*::fl ffi'*"";:lf b-!,ffi *"0*"

(2) Where any person is accused of any offence rm- der rhis Chapter' it shall be open to rhrc Special

c"J G;;';tu"',d;;; ; o.ao,rr", ali or any of the properties, movable or imvable or both,

l. Subs. by Act I of 2016, s. 5' for secdon 4 (w 'e'f' 26-1-2016)
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;t''ff ',1**Y:::if;it1#i-" ?,=i*",?,f ,xx6;"1".11***

**fr #'s*r#-iiliffi 'ffence unde*his ""*';; :::

,'-gif,*nlmJ,

,..#,fl:m:::*xj;rHi:"#..;iHl.flfl 
,%tr#:ff ;.:;.JH'*.,i,"":;ffi il,.*.i,:iHij:,lis,;{:;1#"ffi 

;;ff,T,T,HT,".3ffi'##,f .T*;tn.*o
. (b) for any^" 

". 
.-,^l'31 

tr coping witb anv offence under this Act, or

st**,l;:gi;;**t#**rl...,,ii,l fi ** flft:*#:i
;.##?fi 

.ff ,;:,.".,fi 
ff r:l;t.,:"*i:iffi ::,#iffi:T,:ffJTJ.,,Ti[..i:i:

(3) The provisions of the Co<
officer under sub-section (,1). 

- -le shall' so frr as may be, apply to the exercise of the powers by an

CIIAPTEIT M
EXTERNIGli"r

10. Removal of person likelcompraintorapori;"';;;il;:mffiiliT;il1}H-"#.sneci.ar c^9urt is satisned. upon a
any area included tu 'scheduted Arer", o. .riu L*",1;;;f;.f.t':. under Chapter II of this Act in
'[o1 a1r area identified rmder the provisio* 

"r "rr,ili*i ""iHIi 
3.1' anicb 2M of the Constitution.

order in uriting, direct such persoi ,; ;;"";;H; l,:::3 :l^".",:T:" j2) of section 2 ll, it may, by
*i ni, .,.i' ,Hl-*l"vfil!}|t:X'ilil.",1ilf';T1"J',y:.i'* or.such area. uv suctr routJ ano
directed to remove ni-."rrro'Ju"r p.ri"a r.,.-"""aile."rilI;:Hr:: ffifl"?x",flJ#$"'""..:r(2) The speciar coud shalr. arong with the.order under sub+ection (,r), communicare ro the persondirected under thar sub-section tle groirna" on *ni"i-.rIti.a.iilJL", ,rr..

(J) The Speciar Court nuv revoke or.modisr the order made ,nder sub-secfion (1), for the reasons tobe recorded.in writing, on the-representation ,l.lrie Uy the p.o-J'#i*t *fronr sucb order has been madeor by any other person on his behalf wi ff" U"q, d"y. fr"i ,h. 
"aJi"lra" 

orao.

l. $h6. by Aci I of20l6, s. 6. for -atrv fioafti.I assist ncr to a pe.son acaus€d of,(w .e.f.26_l-2016)-2. IDs. by s- 6, ,6,id. (w.e.f. 26- I -20 I O.
3. Ios" by s. 7, iDj.d (w.e.f.2't-20te.

1. Sube.\ s.7, ibid., for "two yeas" (w.e.f. 26-1-2016).
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-"*'J;"iiiiiiirHiitT":l:"u,T:J*':"#'ffitl":"J"iil1"'"T'ffiiil1"::fi:':T''#1"."f;-%,s::iilmf;,1ffi.**t****t*o*-*

( J) The Special Court may

'mf*'**'"**

tou,gtffi*#',ffi+n**'r*'***'*""m'r'**m
-,,:J"#,3li#;#l#;';1$il}.r.'#irtr#:ffii'trrfi'lT"l'l}lhiiit
requited bY the SPectat cou

,.--r4".-g+,rs*#g+#il"*fl-tlt*."-'':tll#*x#I"f; 
Hffi f 'T

(3)Resistancetoor"#UiSg.ljffir?",1rffi.:fi Tnf e*I.;'.T,ffi lsub-section(2)
shalt be deenied m be an o 

measuremcds and photogrqhs (includirag
(4) Where atr order under section l0 O t:':Od'T-

negatives) ott"o *a"' *uo1tii#dili be destroyed or made over to the pe6on against whom such

order is made m order of
,3. pena,ty ror no,;IJ"#:Jii'$"J,'#T""Tfiff1"'.h-#irXlTlli":ilF]ffii,n"o -",

the SPecial Court made t
extend to one Year and with fine'

CHAPTERIV

SPECIAI COURTS

1114. Special court and Exclusive Special court.{,|) For the purpose of providing for speedy

trial, the State Govemment tn*,"Ji ifI" *""t"o"" ol the Chief Justice of the High Court' by

notification in the Omaa cazette, elta-bliJ - i*tf*i'" Special Court for one or more Districts:

Provided that in Districts where less number of "To ygo this Act is rdcorde4 the Stat€

Govemment shall, with tr," "oo"#J""-oi 
tn" cni"r r*ti"" of the I{igh Court' by notification^in the

Offrcial Gazece, specifl for sucn DisJcts, the Court of Session to be a Special Court to try the offences

under this Act:

-t

1. Subs. by Ae I of20l6, s 8, for section 14 (w'e t 26-l-2016)

8
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- 
(2) For ev^ery Exchsive Special c-orr! the State Govemment shalt, by notification in the official

Gazefte, specify^n Exclusive Special p,bric prosecutor or Epoint an advocate who h; be-en; p;;;;ce
as an advocate for not less than seven yeas, as an Exclusive dpecial rubric n*""uto. io. o" p-,riJ." orconducting cases in that Coun.l

'lcnerrex. rva
RIGEIS oF vIcTIMs AND WTINESSES

15A. Rights of victims and wihess€s.-{1) It shall be the duty and responsibility of the Srate to
p+e arangements for the protection or yrctims, their dependen*, and *itoi.r". against any kinJ of
intimidation or coercion or inducement or violence or tkeari ofviolence.

., (2) A victim shall{e ftared_with fairness, respect and dignity and with due regard to any special need
that arises because of the victim's age or gender or educationa-l disadvantage or poverty.

l. hs. by Act I of20l6, s. 9 (w-e.f, 2Gl-2010.
2. Subs. by s.10, ,rnd, fol sectiotr l5 (w.e.f 26J-201O.
3- Ios. by s. I l, irid (w.e.f. 26-l-20lq.

9



W

i

provided fifther that where the complaint under clause (c) is against any public savanl the cont
shall restrain such public servant fiom hrterferhg with thc victim, informant G wibess, as the case

may be, in 
"ry -rtt 

. related or rmrelatcd to the pending case, except with lhe prrmission of ihc

Court.

(9) It shall be the duty of the Investigating OfEcer and the ltation House Ofticer to record ttre

ao-pluiot of ,i",i-, infomant or u/itnesses against any kind of intimidation, coercion or inducement or

violence or threats of violence, whethq given orally or in writing, and a photocopy of the First

Information Report shall be immediately given to them at ftee ofcost.

(10) All proceedings relating to offences under this Act shall be video recorded'

(11) It sha be the duty of the concemed State to speciry an appropriate scheme to ensure

ir5plementation of the following iights and entiflements of victims and witnesses in accessing justice so

as-
(a) to provide a copy ofthe recorded First Information Report at free of cosq

(D) to provide immediate reliefin cash or in kind to arocity victims or thet dependents;

10
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j

I

(. shall be rhe to
Non{ .,dnment

CHAPTERV

MIScELLANEoUS

to impose collectivc firc--The provisions of section l0A of theQ2 of 195s) shall, so &r as may be, apply for the pupos€s offine and for alI otha'rmt-s sonnected therewith under this Act.
by the law and ordc rrc[inery.{1) A Disrict ora

D@ufy SFfutendent of Policg
dtc

"1.
on receivtng infonrrirn and after such lnqulry as he may think

$divistod l&gisrate or anY Executive Magistr& c ary police officer not below the rark of a

recessar)\, b rEason to b€lieve penion or a group ofpcrsms not belonglng tio the Scheduled Cast€sor the Sch# Tribes, frequentinI any placc wirhin the local limits of his jurisdiction islik€ly to c(- - ofrence or to commit my oftnce under this Act and is of the opmionthat tbel'e *fuerotDd declare such a aea to be an area prone to atrocities andtake necessr;r ain fu kceping 6e peace and good behaviorr and maintenance of public order andhanquillity d ry *e 1:eventir action

t#iIffi?#itr#*Y 
dependents, ro take assistance rrom the

lf, Power d Stdb Governmcf
trot1;io, of Crcil nights Act. 1955

iq#tion d r&on of col lec{iw

.i7, Prd*..tion to be tr&{

.t

&--

(2) The provisim d Cliaptcd VIII X and XI of the Code shall, so far as may be, apply for thepurposes of sub-secrr'on (1).

(3) The State Govemment may, by notification in the official Gazette, make one or more schemesspecifying the manner in which the offcers referred to in sJ-section (1) shalr take appropriate actionspecified in such scheme or schemes to prevent ahocities and to restoro *re r."iirl 
"iIJ.Gry 

""-?rie.,
the members of the Scheduled Cases ana tn" S"n.aU"a f.iUo.'- 

- -'
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22. Protection of *tiol trken in gooil f.frf.-ilo sit' c dcr legal procal5 rhalf

lie against the Ccntral Govemment or agaiost tu $arc

secfion

Government or any orher Prsoo for anYthing Yfrirh is itr da
(r

bynotification in the OHGG

ry officer r frrii[.
or intended tohcb=

this Act

23. Power to melc rrlcs{/) The Cenral Gover -

make rules for carrying out the purposes of this Att

{2) Everv rule made Ed€r this Act $all bc lai! as smsdy bc& it is made' bcfucdh
.r pXil"-"ii *n . ii i. i, .o.ioo for a tol ecdod of q.fty 

$aYt 
li.c\ rsa: \e' cssst'anl-r 

-
session or in two or more successive sessions, and if, befde_6e erpiry of the session inrmedi*elY

ioifo*iog tn" t"*.ion or the successive sessions aforesaid' both Houses agree in makle a1v mo!!!c*iqo

iil;';r";;b",h iouses agree that the rule should not be made, the nrle shall thereafter have effect onlv

in such modified form or be of no effect, as the case may be; so, however, that any such modification u

":r"Ji-""i.t"fl be *rftout p,rejudice to tire validity of anytbing previously done under that rule'

t2
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142

143

144
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146
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TIIE SCI#,DULED CASTES AND THE SCHEDI.'LED TRIBES
(PREVENTTON OF ATROCTTTES) ACT, 1989

Acr No. 33 0F 1989

ll I th Septenber, 1989.1

An Act to prevent the commission of offences of atrocities against the members of the Scheduled
Castes'and the Scheduled Tribes, to provide for r[Special Courts and the Exclusive Special
Courts] for the trial of such offences and for the relief and rehabilitation of the victims of
such offences and for matters connected therewith or incidental thereto.

BE it enacted by Parliament in the Fortieth Year ofthe Republic oflndia as follows:-

CHAPTER I

PRELIMINARY

t. Short titlg extent and commencement.{/) This Act may be called the Scheduled Castes and
the Scheduled Tribes @revention ofAtrocities) Act, 1989.

(2) It extends !o thg q/tr61. 61In6fuu t+'r.

(3) It shall come into force on such datel as the Central Govemment may, by notification in the
Ofiicial Gazette, appoint.

2. Definitions.{1) In this Act uless the context otherwise requires,-
(a) "atrociqy''means an offence punishable under section 3;

(D) "Code" means the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 (2 of 1974'1;
4[(br) 

:'dependenf' means the spouse, children, parents, brother and sister of the victim, who are
dependent wholly or mainly on such victim for his support and maintenance;

(6c) "economic boycott" means-

(i) a refusal to deal with, work for hire or do business with other person; or

0l) to deny opporhmities including access to seryices or contractual opportunities for
rendering service for consideration; or

(iii) to refuse to do anything on the terms on which things would be commonly done in the
ordinary course ofbusiness; or

(iv) to abstain from the professional or business relations that one would maintain with other
p€rson;

(bd) "Exclusive Special Court" mcans the Exclusive Special Coud established mder sub-section
(/) of section 14 exclusively to try the ofrences under this Act;

(be) "forest rights" shall have the meaning assigned to it in sub-section(1) of section 3 of the
Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers(Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006
(2 of2007);

(b/) "manual scavenger" shall have the meaning assigned to it in clause@) of sub-section (,1) of
section 2 of the Prohibition of Employment as Manual Scavengers and their Rehabilitation Act, 2013
(2s of2013);

(bg) "public servant" means a public servant as defined under section 2lofthe Iadian Penal Code
(45 of 1860), as well as any other person deemed to be a public servant under any other law for the

l. Subs. by Act t of2016, s. 2, for'Special Coults" (w.e.f. 26-l-2016).
2. Thc words 'excq,t th€ State of Janrmu &Krshmir" omitted by Acl 34 of 2019, s. 95 atrd lhe Fifth Sch€dulc

(w.e.f. 3 t-lG20l9).
3, 30th Jeuary, 1990, vriy'e notification No. S.O. 106(E), d"rd 29th ,aN"ry, 1990, See CJs?Ete of todi4 ExFaordirary,

Part II' s€c. 3(r,).
4. bs. by Act I of20l6, s. 3 (w.e.f 26-l-2016).
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time being in force and includes any person acting in his official capacity under ttre Central
Government or the State Govemmeng as the case may b€;]

(c) "Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes" shall have the meanings assigned to them
respectively under clausq (24) and clause (25) ofarticle 366 ofthe Constitution;

(d) "Special Courf' means a Court of Session specified as a Special Court in section I 4;

(e) "Special Public Prosecutof' mea::s a Public hosecutor specified as a Special Public
Prosecutor or an advocate rcferred to in section l5;

r[(ea) "schedule" means the Schedule appended to this Act;

(eD) "social boycots" means a refusal to p€rmit a person to render to other person or receive fiom
him any customary service or to abstain from social relations that one would mai.ntain with other
person or to isola0e him from others;

(ec)'\ictim" means any individual who falls within the definition ofthe "scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes" under clause (c) of sub+ection (1) of section 2, and who has suffered or
experienced physical, mental, psychological, emotional or monetary harm or harm to his property as a
result ofthe commission ofany offence under this Act and includes his relatives, legal guardiaa and
legalheirs;

(ed) '\vituess" mqms any person who is acquainted with the facts and circumstances, or is in
possession of any information or has knowledge necessary for the purpose of investigation, inquiry or
trial of any crime involving an offence under this Act, and v/ho is or may be required io give
information or make a statement or produce any document during investigation, inquiry or trial of
such case and includcs a victim ofsuch offencel

2114 the words and expiessions used but not defined in this Act and defined in the Indian Penal
Code (45 of 1860), the hdian Evidence Act, 1872 (1 of 1872) or the Code of Criminal procedure,
1913 (2 of 1974), as the case may be, shall be deemed to have the meanings respectively assigned to
them in those enactments. ]
(2) Any reference in this Act to any enactment or any provision thereofshall, in relation to an area in

which such enactment or such provision is trot in force, be constued as a reference to the corresponding
law, ifany, in force in that area.

CHAPTER II

OFFENCES oF ATRoCITIES

3. Pudshments for ofiences etroclties.-![(1) whoever, not being a member ofa Scheduled caste
or a Scheduled Tribe,-

(a) puts any inedible or obnoxious substance into the mouth ofa member ofa Scheduled Caste or
a Scheduled Tribe or forces such member to drink or eat such inedible or obnoxious substarce;

(6) dumps excreta, sewage, carcasses or any other obnoxious substance in premises, or at the
entrance ofthe premises, occupied by a member ofa Scheduled Caste or a Scheduled Tribe;

(c) with intent to cause injury, insult or arnoyance to atry member of a Scheduled Caste or a
Scheduled rribe, dumps excretj, wast€ matter, carcass€s or any other obnoxious substance in his
neighbourhood;

(d) garlands with footwear or parades naked or semi-naked a member of a Scheduled Caste or a
Scheduled Tribe;

l. Ins. by Act I of20t6, s. 3 (w.e.f 26-l-2016).
2. Subs. by s.3,ibi4, for ctaus€ (, (w.e.f 26-t-2016).
3. Subs. by s. 4, i6rl4, for sub-s€ctioo (.1) (w.e.f. 261-2016).
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(e) forcibly commits on a member of a Scheduled Caste or a Scheduled Tribe any act, such as

removing clothes from the person, forcible tonsuring of head, removing rnoustaches, painting face or
body or any other similar act, which is derogatory to human digtrity;

f) wrongfrlly occupies or cultivates any land owned by, or h the possession ofor allott€d to, or
notified by any comp€tent authority io be alloEed to, a member ofa Scheduled Caste or a Scheduled
Tribe, or gets such land transferredi

(g) wrongfully dispossesses a member ofa Scheduled Caste or a Scheduled Tribe fiom his land or
premises or interfercs with the enjoyment of his rights, including forest rights, over any land or
premises or water or irrigation facilities or destroys the crops or takes away the produce thereftom.

Explanation.-For the purposes of clause (f and this clause, the expression 'Vrongfully''
includes-

(l) against the person's will;

(8) without the person's consent;

(Q with the person's consenL where such consent has been obtained by putting the person, or
any other person in whom the person is interested in fear ofdeath or ofhurt; or

(D) fabricating records ofsuch land;

(i) makes a member of a Scheduled Caste or a Scheduled Tribe to do "begai' or other forms of
forced or bonded labour other ttran any compulsory service for public purposes imposed by the
Govemment;

(i) compels a member of a Scheduled Caste or a Scheduled Tribe to dispose or carqr human or
animal carcasses, or to dig graves;

f) makes a member of a Scheduled Caste or a Scheduled Tribe to do manual scavenging or
employs or permits the employment of such member for such purpose;

(k) perfonns, or promotes dedicating a Scheduled Caste or a Scheduled Tribe woman to a deiry,
idol, object of worship, temple, or other religious institution as a devadasi or any other similar
practice or permits aforementioned acs;

(/) forces or intimidates or prevents a memkr of a Scheduled Caste or a Scheduled Tribe-
(l) not to vote or to vote for a particular candidat€ or to vote in a manner other than that

provided by law;

(8) not to file a nomination as a candidarc or to withdraw such nomination; or

(C) not to propose or second the nomination of a member of a Scheduled Caste or a

Scheduled Tribe as a candidate in any election;

(n) forces or intimidates or obsffucts a member ofa Scheduled Caste or a Scheduled Tribe, who
is a member or a Chairperson or a holder of any other office of a Panchayat under Part D( of tbe
Constitution or a Municipality under PaIt D(A of the Constitution, from performing their normal
duties and functions;

(z) after the poll, caus€s hurt or grievous hurt or assault or imposes or threatens to impose social
or economic boycott upon a member of a Scheduled Caste or a Scheduled Tribe or prevents from
availing benefis ofany public service which is due to him;

(o) commits any offence rmder this Act against a member of a Scheduled Caste or a Scheduled
Tribe for having voted or not having voted for a particular candidate or for having vot€d in a manner
provided by law;

(p) institutes false, malicious or vexatious suit or criminal or other legal proceedings against a

member of a Scheduled Casrc or a Scheduled Tribe;

4
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(q) gives any false or frivolous information to any public servant and thereby causes such public
servant to use his lawful ;nwer to the injury or annoyance of a member of a Scheduled Caste or a
Scheduled Tribe;

(r) intentionally insults or intimidat€s with intent !o humiliate a member ofa Scheduled Caste or a
Scheduled Tribe in any place within public view;

(s) abuses any member of a Scheduled Caste or a Scheduled Tribe by caste name in aly place
within public view;

(l) destroys, damages or defiles any object generally kno\pn to beheld sacred or in high esteem by
members ofthe Scheduled Castes or the Scheduled Tribes-

Explanation.-Ft the purposes ofthis clause, the expression "object" means and includes statue,
photograph and portrait;

(z) by words either written or spoken or by signs or by visible representation or otherwise
promotes or attempts to promote feelings of enmity, hatred or ill-will against members of the
Scheduled Castes or the Scheduled Tribes;

(v) by words either wriuen or spoken or by any other means disresp€cts any late person held in
high esteem by members ofthe Scheduled Castes or the Scheduled Tribes;

(w) (, intentionally touches a woman belonging to a Scheduled Caste or a Scheduled Tribe,
knowiog that she belongs to a Scheduled Caste or a Scheduled Tribe, when such act of touching is of
a sexual nature and is without the recipient's consent;

(ir) uses words, acts or g€shres of a sexual nature towards a woman belonging to a Scheduled
Caste or a Scheduled Tribe, knowing that she belongs to a Scheduled Caste or a Scheduled Tribe.

Explunation--For the purposes of sub-clause (i), the expression "consenc' means an unequivocal
voluntary agreement when the person by words, gesh[es, or any form of non-verbal communication,
conmunicates willingness to participate in the specific act:

Provided that a woman belonging to a Scheduled Caste or a Scheduled Tribe who does not offer
physical resistance to any act of a sexual nature is not by reason only of that fact, is to be regarded as

consenting to the sexual activity:

Provided further that a womal's sexual history, including with the offender shall not imply
consent or mitigate the offence;

(.r) comrpc or fouls the water of any spring, reservoir or any other source ordinarily used by
members of the Scheduled Castes or the Scheduled Tribes so as to render it less fit for the purpose for
which it is ordinarily used;

(y) denies a member ofa Scheduled Caste or a Sch€duled Tribe any customary right ofpassage to
a place of public resort or obstucts such memb€r so as to prevent him from using or having access to
a place of public resort to which other membeB of public or any other section thereof have a right to
rrse or access to;

(z) forces or causes a member of a Scheduled Caste or a Scheduled Tribe to leave his house,
village or other place of residence:

Provided that nothing contained in this clause shall apply to any action taken in discharge of a
public duty;

(za) obstucts or prevents a member of a Scheduled Caste or a Scheduled Tribe in any manner
with regard to-

(l) using comrnon property resor[ces of an area, or burial or cremation ground equally with
others or using any river, stream, spring, well, tanlg cistem, water-tap or other watering placc, or
any bathing glur, any public conveyance, any roa4 or passage;
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(8) mounting or ridiog bicycles or motor cycles or wearing footwear or new clothes in public
places or r"king out wedding procession, or mounting a horse or any othir vehicle during
wedding p,rocessions;

(Q enrcring any place ofworship whiih is open to the public or other persons professing the
same religion or taking part in, or r4king out, any religious, social or culhrral processions
includingjatras;

(D) entering any educational institution, hospital, dispensary, primary healtb centre, shop or
place of public entertaintrrent or any other public place; or using any utensils or articles meant for
public use in any place open to the public; or

(E) practicing any profession or the carrying on of any occupation, trade or business or
employment in any job which otler members of the public, or any section thereof, have a right to
use or haYe access to;

(zb) causes physical harm or mental agony of a member of a Scheduled Caste or a Scheduled
Tribe on the allegation ofpracticing witchcraft or being a witch; or

(zc) imposes or threatens a social or economic boycott of any person or a family or a group
belonging to a Scheduled Caste or a Scheduled Tribe,

shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than six months but which may
extend to five years and with fine.l

(2) Wloever, not being a member ofa Scheduled Caste or a Scheduled Tribe,-
(i) gives or fabricates false evidence intending thereby to cause, or knowing it to be likely that he

will thereby cause, any member of a Scheduled Caste or a Scheduled Tribe to be convicted of an
offence which is capital by the law for the time being in force shall be punished with imprisonment
for life and with fine; aad if an innocent member of a Scheduled CaSte or a Scheduled Tribe be
convicted and executed in consequence of such false or fabricated evidence, the penon who gives or
fabricates such false evidence, shall be punished with deattr;

(ii) gives or fabricates false evidence intending thereby to cause, or knowing it to be likely that he
will thereby cause, any member of a Scheduled Caste or a Scheduled Tribe to be convicted of an
offence which is not capital but punishable with imprisonment for a term of seven years or upwards,
shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than six months but which
may extend m seven years or upwards and with fine;

(ri, commits mischief by frre or any explosive substance intending to cause or knowing it to be
likely that he will thereby cause damage to any property belonging to a member ofa Scheduled Caste
or a Scheduled Tribe, shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which shall not be less tlan
six months but which may extend to seven years and with fine;

(iv) commits mischief by fire or any explosive substance intending to cause or knowing it to be
likely that he will thercby cause destruction of any building which is ordinarily used as a place of
worship or as a place for human dwelling or as a place for crstody ofthe property by a member ofa
Scheduled Caste or a Scheduled Tribe, shall be punishable with imprisonment for life and with frne;

(v) commits any offence under the Indian Penal Code (45 of 1860) punishable with imprisonment
for a term of ten years or more against a person or propedy 'poowing that such person is a member
of a Scheduled Caste or a Scheduled Tribe or such property belongs to such memberl, shall be
punishable with imprisonment for life and with fine;

2[(va) commits any offence specified in the Schedule, against a person or property, knowing that
such person is a member ofa Scheduled Caste or a Scheduled Tribe or such property belongs b such

l. Subs. by Act I of2016, s. 4, for "on the ground ttrat such peGon is a member of a Schcduled Caste or a Scheduled Tribe or
such propcrty belongs to such EeEb€r" (w.e.f. 26-t-2016).

2. Itrs. by s. 4, irid (w.e.f. 26-l-2016).
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menb€r, shall be punishable with such punishment as specified under the Indian Penal Code (45 of
1860) for such offences and shall also be liable to fineJ

(vi) knowingly or having reason to believe that an offence has been committed under this
Chapter, causes any evidence of the commission of that offence to disappear with the intention of
screening the offender from legal punishmen! or with that intention gives any information respecting
the offence which he knows or believes to be false, shall be punishable with the punishment provided
for that offence; or

(vr| being a public servang 66mmi15 31y offence under this section, shall be punishable with
imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than one year but which may extend to the
punishment provided for that offence.
1[4. Punishment for neglect of duties.{/) Whoever, being a public servant but not being a member

ofa Scheduled Caste or a Scheduled Tribe, wilfirlly neglects his duties required to be performed by him
under this Act and the rules made thereunder, shall be punishable witl imprisonment for a term which
shall not be less than six months but which may extend !o one year.

(2) The duties ofpublic servant refened to in sub-section (.1) shall include-
. (a) to read out to an inforrnant the information given orally, and reduced to writing by the officer

in charge of the police station, b€fore taking the signature ofthe inforrrant;

(b) to register a complaint or a Fint lnformation Report under this Act and other relevaDt
provisions and to register it under appropriate sections of this Acq

(c) to fumish a copy ofthe information so recorded forthwith to thein formant;

(d) to record the statement ofthe victims or witnesses;

(e) to conduct the investigation and file charge sheet in the Special Court or the Exclusive Special
Court within a period of sixty days, and to explain the delay ifany, in writing;

(fl to correctly prepare, frame and translate any docunent or electrotric recor4

G) to perform any other duty specified in this Act or the rules made thereunder:

Provided that the charges in this regard against the public servant shall be booked on the
recommendation of aa administrative enquiry.

(3) The copizance itr respect of any dereliction of duty referred to in sub-section (2) by a public
servant shall be taken by the Special Court or the Exclusive Special Court and shall give direction for
penal proceedings against such public seruant.]

5. Enhanced punishment subsequent conviction.-Whoever, having already been convicted of an
offence under fhis Chapter is convicted for the second offence or any offence subsequent to the second
offence, shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than one year but
which may exrcnd !o the punishment provided for that offence.

6. Application of certaln provisions of the Indian Penel Code.-Subject to the other provisions of
this Act, the provisions of section 34, Chapter In, Chapter IV, Chapter V, Chapter VA, section 149 and
Chapt€r XXItr ofthe Indian Penal Code (45 of 1860), shall, so far as may be, apply for the purposes of
this Act as they apply for the purposes ofthe Indian Penal Code.

7. Forfeiture of property of cert ln persons.-{1) Where a person has been convicted of my
offence punishable under this Chapter, the Special Coun may, in addition to awarding any punishment,
by order in writing declarc that atry property, movable or immovable or both, belonging to the peBon,
which has been used for the commission ofthat offence, shall stand forfeited to Govemment.

(2) Where any person is accused of any offence under this Chapter, it shall be open to the Special
Coun trying him to pass an order that all or any of the properties, movable or immovable or both,

l Subs. by Act I of20l6, s. 5, for s€ctior 4 (w.e.f. 2Gl-2015).
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belongng to him, shall, during the period of such hial, be attache4 and where such kial ends in
conviction, the property so attached shall be liable to forfeihre to the extent it is required for the purpose
of realisation of any fine imposed under this Chapter.

& Presumption as to offcnces.-ln a pros€cutiotr for an offence rmder this Chapter, if it is proved
that-

(a) the accused rendered r[any financial assistance in relation !o the offences committed by a
person accused ofl, or reasonably suspected of, committing, an offence under this Chapter, the
Special Cout shall presnme, unless the conkary is prove4 that such person had abetted the offence;

(D) a goup of penons committed an offence under this Chapter and if it is proved that the offence
committed was a sequel to any existing dispute regarding land or any other matter, it shall be
presumed that the offence was committed in furtheralce ofthe common intention or in prosecution of
the common object;

'?[1c) the accused was having personal knowledge of the victim or his family, the Court shall
presune that the accused was aware of the caste or tribal identity ofthe victim, unl€ss the contary is
proved.l

9. Conferment of powers.{-l) Notwithstanding anything contained in the Code or in any other
provision of this Act, the State Govemment may, if it considers it necessary or exp€dient so to do,-

(a) for the prevention ofand for coping with any ofreoce under this Act, or

(D) for any case or class or group ofcases under this Act,

in any district or part thereof, confer, by notification in the Official Gazette, on any of[rcer of the Srate
Govemment, the powers exercisable by a police officer under the Code in such district or part thereof or,
as the case may be, for such case or class or group of cases, atrd in particular, the powers of arrest,
investigation and prosecution of persons before any Special Court.

(2) All officers of police and all other ofiicers of Govemment shall assist the officer referred to in
sub-section (1) in the execution of the provisions of this Act or any rule, scheme or order made
thereunder.

(3) The provisions of the Code shall, so far as may be, apply to the exercise of the powers by an
ofticer under sub-section (1).

CHAPTERM

ExTERNlvGI.rr

10. Removal of person likely to commit offence.{,|) Where the Special Court is satisfied, upon a
complaint or a police report tlrat a person is likely to commit an offence under Chapter II of this Act in
any area included in 'Scheduled Areas' or 'tribal arcas', as referred to in article 2,14 of the Constitution,
'[or any area identified under the provisions of clause (vit) of sub-section (2) of section 2l], it may, by
order in writing direct such person to remove himself beyond the limits of such area, by such route and
wirhin such time as may be specified in the order, and not to retum to that area ftom which he was
directed to remove himsslf f6s sugfu p€riod, not exceeding a[three years], as may be specified in the order.

(2) The Special Court shall, along with the order under sub-section (1), communicate to the person
dtected under that sub-section the grounds on which such order has been made.

(3) The Special Court may revoke or modi$ the order made under sub-section (,1), for the reasons to
be recorded in writing on the representation made by the person against whom such order has been made
or by any other person on his behalf within thirty days from the date of the order.

t. Sub6. by Act I of20t6, s. 6, for "atry financial assistrnc€ to a person accused of'(w.e.f. 26-l -2016)
2. IDs. by s. 6, ,rnd. (w-e.f. 26-l-2016).
3. Ios. by s. 7, i6rd. (w.e.f, 26-l-20t6).
4. Sub6. by s. 7, i6i,r'., for *two yesrs" (w-e-f 26-l-2016).
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ll. Procedure on failure of per.son to remove hlmself from area erd enter thereon rfter
removal.{1) If a person to whom a direction has been issued under section l0 to rernove himself from
any area-

(a) fails to remove himself as directed; or

(D) having so removed hi.mself enters suc6 arta $,ithin the period specified in the order,

otherwise thao with the permission in writing of the Special Court under sub-section (2), the Special
Court may cause him to be arrested and removed in police custody to such place outside such area as the

Special Court may speciff.

(2) The Special Court man by order in writing, permit any person in respect of whom an order under
section l0 has been made, to retum to the area from which he was directed to remove himself for such
temporary period and subject to such conditions as may be specified in such order and may require him to
execute a bond with or urithout surety for tlre due observation ofthe conditions imposed.

(3) The Special Court may at any time revoke any such permission.

(4) Any person who, with zuch permission, retuns to the area fron which he was directed to remove

himself shall observe the conditions imposed, and at the expiry of the temporary period for which he was
permitted to retum, or on the revocation of such permission before the expiry of such temporary period,
shalt remove himself outside such area and shall not retum thercto within the unexpired portion specified
under section l0 without a fresh permission.

(5) If a person fails to observe any of the conditions imposed or to remove himself accordingly or
having so removed himself enters or rehms to such area without ftesh permission the Special Court may
cause him to be arrested and removed in police custody to such place outside such area as the Special

Court may speciff.

12. Taking measurements and photographs, etc., of persons against whom order undersection
l0 is made.{l) Every person against whom aa order has been made under section l0 shall, if so

required by the Special Court, allow his measurements and photographs to be taken by a police ofEcer.

(2) If any person referred to in sub-section (,1), when required to allow his measurements or
photographs to be taken, resists or refuses to allow the taking of such measurements or photographs, it
shall be lawful to use all necessary means to secure the taking thereof.

(3) Resistance to or refisal to allow the taking of measurements or photographs under sub-section (2)
shall be deemed to be an ofrenct under section 186 of the Indian Penal Code (45 of I 860).

(4) Where an order under section lO is revoke{ all measurements and photographs (including

negatives) taken under sub-section (2) shall be deshoyed or made over to the person agairst whom such

order is made.

13. Penalty for noncompliance of order under section 10.-Any person contravening an order of
the Special Court made under section l0 shall be punishable with inrprisonment for a term which may
extend to one y€ar and with fine.

CIIAPTER TV

SPECIAI COLIRTS

t114. Specirl Court and Exclusive Specid Court.-{/) For the purpose of providing for speedy

trial, the State Government shall, with the concurrence of the Chief Justice of the High Court, by
notifrcation in the Oflicial Gazett€, establish an Exclusive Special Court for one or more Districts:

Provided that in Districts where less number of cases under this Act is recorded the State

Govemment shall, with the concurrence of the Chief Justice of the High Cout, by notification in the

Officiat Gazette, specif, for such Districts, the Court of Session to be a Special Court to try the offences

under this Act:

l. Subs. by Act I of20l6, s. 8, for s€cdo! 14 (w.e.f 26-l-2016).
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Provided furtber that the Courts so established or specified shalt have power to directly take
cognizance ofoffences under this Act.

(2) It shall be the duty of the State Govemment to establish adequate number of Courts to ensure that
cases under this Act are disp,osed of within a period of trvo months, as far as possible.

(3) In every trial in the Special Court or the Exclusive special cout, the proceedings shall be
continued fiom day-to-day until all the witnesses in attendance have been examineq unless the Special
Court or the Exclusive Special Court finds the adjoumment of the same beyond the following day to be
necqssary for rcasons to be recorded in writing:

Provided that when the hial relates to an offence under this Act, the trial shall, as far as possible, be
completed within a period of two months fiom the darc of filing of the charge sheet.]

STATEAMENDMENTS

Kernetaka

Amendment of s€cdon 14.-In section 14 of the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes
(Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989 (central Act 33 of 1989), for the words'ro try offences under this
Acf', thc worG "to take cogrizance of offences under this Act as a court of original judsdiction and !o try
such offences" shall be substituted.

lYide Kamataka Act 35 of2003, s. 2l

- 
tE4A. Appeals.-{/) Notwitl'standing anything contained in the Code of Criminalprocedure,lgT3 (2

of 1974), an appeal shall lie, from any judgrnent, sentence or order, not being an interlocutory order, ofa
Special Court or an Exclusive Special Cour! to the High Court both on facts and on law.

(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (J) of section 378 of the Code of Criminal
Procedure, 1973 (2 of 1974), an appeal shall lie to the High Court agaifft an order of the Special Court or
the Exclusive Special Court granting or refusing bail.

(3) Notwithstaoding anyrhing contained in any other larv for the time behg inforce, every appeal
under this s€ction shall be preferred within a period of ninety days from the date of the judgment,
sentence or order appealed from:

. , Provided that the High court may entertain an appeal after the expiry of the said period of ninety days
if it is satisfied that the appellant had sufficient cause for not preferring the appeal within the period of
ninety days:

Provided further that no appeal shall be entertained after the expiry of the period of one hundred and
eighty days.

(4) Every appeal preferred under sub-section (1) shall, as far as possible, be disposed of within a
period of three months from the date of admission of rhe appeal.l

'115. spelal Public Prosecutor and Erclusive public prosecutor.{/) For every Special court,
the State Government shall, by notification in the Official Gazette, specifu a Public Prosecutor or aplnint
an advocate who has been in practice as an advocate for not less than seven years, as a Special itbtic
Prosecutor for the purpose ofconducting cases in that Court.

(2) For every Exclusive Sp€cial CouG the State Government shall, by notification in the Official
Gazette, speci! an Exclusive Special Public Prosecutor or appoint an advocate who has been in practice
as an advocate for not less than seven years, as an Exclusive Special Public Prosecutor for the purpose of
conducting cases in that Court.]

I . IDs. by Act I of 201 6, s. 9 (w.e. f. 26- I -2016).
2. Subs. by s.10, ir,ld, for s€criotr l5 (w.e.f. 2Gl-2016).
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tlcHAPrERryA

Rrcrrrs oF vtcrlMs AND wIrNEssEs

l5A. Rights of victims rnd wihesses.-{1) It shall be the duty and responsibility of the State to
make arrangements for the protection of victims, their dependents, and witnesses against any kind of
intimidation or coercion or inducement or violence or tbreats ofviolence.

(2) A victim shall be treated with faimess, respect and dignity and with due regard to any special need
that arises because ofthe victim's age or gender or educational disadvantage or poverty.

(3) A victim or his dependent shall have the right to reasonable, accurate, and timely notice of any
Court proceeding including any bail proceeding and the Special Public Prosecutor or the State
Government shall inform the victim about any proceedings under this Act.

(r') A victim or his dependent shall have the right to apply to the Special Court or the Exclusive
Spocial Court, as the case may be, to summon parties for production of any doqments or material,
witnesses or examine the persons present.

(, A victim or his dependent shall bc entitled to be heard at any proceeding under this Act in respect
of bail, discharge, release, parole, conviction or sentence of an accused or any connected proceedings or
arguments and file written submission on conviction, acquittal or sentencing.

(O Notwithstandins anythinC contained in the Code of Criminal Procedure,l9T3 (2 of 1974), the
Special Court or the Exclusive Special Court trying a case under this Act shall provide to a victinq his
dependent, irformant or witnesses-

(a) the complete protection to secure the ends ofjustice;

(b) the travelling and maintenance expenses during investigation, inquiry and trial;

(c) the social-economic rehabilitarion during investigation, inquiry and trial; and

(d; relocation.

(a The State shall inform the concerned Special Coun or the Exclusive Special Court about the
protection provided to any victim oi his dependent, informant or witnesses and such Cout shall
periodically review the protection being offered and pass appropriate orders.

(8) Without prejudice !o the generality of the provisions of sub-section (6), the concemed Special
Court or the Exclusive Special Court may, on an application made by a victim or his dependenq
informant or wihess in any proceedings before it or by the Special hrblic Prosecutor in relation to such
victinr, informant or \yitness or on its own motioq take such measures including-

(a) concealing the names and addresses of the witresses in its orders or judgnents or in any
records of the case accessible to the public;

(b) issuing directions for nondisclosure of the identity and addresses ofthe witnesses;

(c) take immediate action in respect of any complaht relating to harassment sf 6 viqtim,
informant or wimess and on the same day, if necessary, pass appropriate orders for protection:

Provided that inquiry or investigation into the complaint received under clause (c) shalt be tried
separately from the main case by such Court and concluded within a period of two months from the
date ofreceipt oftlre complaint:

Provided fiuther that where the complaint under clause (c) is against any public servant, the Court
shall restain such public s€rvant from inrcrfering with the victirn, informant or witness, as the case
may be, in any matter related or uDrelatEd io the pending case, except with the permission of the
Court.

I . lDs. byAct I of 201 6, s. I I (w.e.f 26- I -2016).
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(9) It shall be the duty of the Investigating OIficer and the Station House Officer to record the
complaint of victir& infomunt or witnesses against any kind of intimidation, coercion or inducement or
violence or tkeats of violence, whether given orally or in writing, and a photocopy of the First
Information Repnrt shall be immediately given to them at free ofcost.

(10) All proceedings relating to offencqs ulder this [61 shaU be video recorded.

(11) It shall be the duty of the concemed State to sp€ciry an appropriate sch€me to ensure
irnplementation of the following rights and entitlements of victims and witresses h accessing justice so
as-

(a) to provide a copy of the recorded First IDformation Report at free of cosq

(D) to provide immediate reliefin cash or in kind ro atrocity victims or their dependents;

(c) to provide necessary protection to the atrocity victims or their dependents, and witnesses;

(/) to p,rovide relief in respect of death or injury or darnage to property;

(e) to arrange food or water or clothing or shelter or medical aid or tarsport facilities or daily
allowances to victins;

(l) to provide the maintemnce expenses to the atocity vicrims and their dependents;

G) to provide the information about the rights of atocity victims at the time of making
corplaints and registering the First Information Report;

(i) to provide the protection to atrocity victims or their dependents and witnesses from
intimidation and harassment;

(, to Fovide the information to atrocity victims or their dependents or associated organisations or
individuals, on the status of investigation and charge sheet and to provide copy ofthe charge sheet at
free ofcost;

f) to take necessary precautions at the time ofmedical examination;

(ft) to provide information to atrocity victims or their dependents or associated organisations or
individuals, regarding the rclief amount;

(I) to provide information to atrocity victims or their dependents or associated organisations or
individuals, in advance about the dates and place of investigation a-nd tial;

(z) to give adequate briefing on the case and preparation for fial to atrocity victims or their
dependents or associated organisations or individuals and to provide the legal aid for the said purpose;

(rr) to execute the rights of atocity victins or their dependens or associated organisations or
individuals at every stage of the proceedings under this Act and to provide the necessary assistance
for the execution of the rights.

(12) It shaI be the right of the atocity victims or their dependents, to take assistance from the Non-
Govemment Organisations, social workers or advocates.]

CHAPTERV

MIScELL/qNEous

15. Power of State Govcrnment to lmpose collective line.-The provisions of section l0A of the
Protection of Civil Rights Act, 1955 (22 of 1955) shall, so far as may be, apply for rhe purposes of
imposition and realisation of collective fine and for all other matters connected therewith under this Act.

17. Pr€ventive rction to bc tlketr by the law end order machinery.{1) A District Magistrate or a
Sub-divisional Magistrate or any other Executive Magistrate or any police officer not below the rank of a
Deputy Superi endent of Police may, on receiving information and after such inquiry as he may think
necessary, has reason to believe that a penioo or a group ofpersons not belonging to the Scheduled Castes
or the Scheduled Tribes, residing in or requenting any place within the local limits of his jurisdiction is
likely to commit an offence or has threatened io commit any offence under this Act and is ;f the opinion
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that there is sufficient ground for proceeding, declare such an area to be an area prone to atrocities and
take necessary action for keeping the peace and good behaviour and maintenance of public order and
tranquility and rnay take preventive action.

(2) The provisions of Chapters VIII, X and XI of the Code shall, so far as may be, apply for the
purposes of sub-section (1).

(3) The State Govemment may, by notification in the Official Gazete, make one or more schemes
specifring the manner in which the offrcers rcferred to in sub-section (1) shall take appropriate action
specified in such scheme or schemes to prevent atocities and to rcstore the feeling of security amongst
the members of the Scheduled Castes aad the Scheduled Tribes.

It. Section 438 of the Code not to rpply to persons committlng an ofience under the Act.-
Nothing in sedion 438 of the Code shall apply in rclation to any case involving the arrest of any person

on an accusation ofhaving committed an offence under this Act.
I1IEA. No enquiry or approval required.{1) For the purposes of this Act -(a) preliminary enquiry shall not be requircd for registration of a First Information Report sgainst

any penron; or
(b) the investigating ofEcer shall not require approval for the arres! if necessary, of any person,

against whom an accusation of having committed an offence under this Act has been made and no

procedure other than that provided under this Act or the Code shall apply.

(2) The provisions of section 438 of the Code shall not apPly to a case under this Act
notwithstanding anyjudgment or order or direction of any Court.l

19. Section 360 ofthe Code or the provislons ofthe Probadon of Offenders Act not to apply to
persons guilty of an olfence under the AcL-The provisions of section 360 of the Code and the

provisions of the Probation of Offenders Act, 1958 (20 of 1958) shall not apply to any person above the

age ofeighteen years who is found guilty ofhaving committed an offence under this Act.

20. Act to override other laws.-Save as otherwise provided in this Act, the provisions of this Act
shall have effect notwithstanding any&ing inconsistent therewith contained in any other law for the time

being in force or any custom or usage or any instrument having effect by virtue of any such law.

21. Duty of Government to ensure elfective inplementrtion of the Act.{.|) Subject to such rules

as the Central Govemment may make in this behalf, the State Govemment shall take such measurcs as

may be necessary for the effective implementation of this Act.

(2) In particular, and \r'ithout prejudic€ to the generality of the foregoing provisions, such measures

may include,-

(t) the provision for adequate facilities, including legal aid, to the persons subjected to atrocities

to enable them to avail thernselves ofjustice;

(ti) the provision for travelling and maintenance ery)enses 0o witnesses, including the victims of
ahocities, during itryestigation and trial ofoffences under this Act;

(iU) the provision for the economic and social rehabilitation ofthe victims of the atrocities;

(iu) the appointment of offrcers for initiating or exercising supervision over prosecutions for the

contravention ofthe provisions ofthis Act;

(v) the setting up of committees at such appropriate levels as the State Government may think fit
to assist that Govemment in formulation or implementation of such measures;

(vt) provision for a periodic survey of the working of the provisions of this Act Yrith a view to
suggesting measures for the better implementation of the provision of this Act;

l. Ins. by Act 27 of2018, s. 2 (w.e.f. 20-8-2018).
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(vr)) the identification of the areas where th€ members of the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled
Tribes fie likely to be subjected to atrocities and adoption of such measures so as to ensure safety for
such membe6.

(3) The Central Government shall take such steps as may be n@essary to co{rdinate the measures
taken by the State Govemments under sub-section (1).

(4 The Cenhal Govemment shall, every year, place on the table of each House ofParliament a report
on the measutes taken by itself and by the State Govemments in pursuance of the provisions of this
section.

22. Protection of rction taken in good faith.-No sui! prosecution or other legal proceedings shall
lie against the Cental Government or against the State Govemment or any ofEcer or authority of
Govemment or any other person for anything which is in good faith done or intended to be done under
this Act.

23. Power to make rules.{1) The Central Govemment may, by notification in the Official Gazette,
make rules for carrying out the purposes ofthis Act.

(2) Every rule made under this Act shall be laid, as soon as may be after it is made, before each House
of Parliament, while it is in session for a total period of thirty days which may be comprised in one
session or in two or more successive sessions, and i! before the exptry of the session immediately
following the session or the successive sessions aforesaid, both Houses igee in making any modification
in the rule or both Houses agree that the nrle should not be made, the ruleshall thereafter have effect only
in such modified form or be ofno effecg as the case may be; so, however, that any such modification or
annulment shall be without prejudice to the validity ofanyhing previousty done under that rule.
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'ptn scrnoulE
[Sea section 3(2)(va)]

Section under the
Indian Penal Code

Name of offence and punishment

l20A

l20B

l4l
t42

t43

144

145

146

147

148

217

Definition of criminal conspiracy.

Punishment of criminal conspiracy.

Unlawful assembly.

Being member of nnlawfirl assembly.

Punishment for unlawfirl assembly.

Joining unlawfill assembly armed with deadly weapon.

Joining or continuing in unlawful assembly, knowing it has beencommanded to
disperse.

Rioting.

Punishment for rioting.

Rioting, armed with deadly weapon.

Public servant disobeying direction of law with intent to save personfrom
punishment or property from forfeihre.

Hurt.

Grievous hun.

Punisbment for voluntarily causing hurt.

Voluntarily causing hurt by dangerous weapons or means.

Punishment for voluntarily causing grievous hurt.

Voluntarily throwing or att€mpting to tkow acid.

VolunArily causing hurt to deter public servant from his duty.

Punishment for wrongfi.rl restraint.

Assault or criminal force to woman with intent to outrage hermodesty.

Sexual harassment and punishment for sexual harussment.

Assault or use of criminal force to woman with htent to disrobe.

Voyeurisn.

Stalking.

Kidnapping.

Punishment for kidnapping

Kidnapping or aMucting with intent secretly and wrongfirlly to confine person.

319

320

323

324

325

3268

332

341

354

354A

354B

354C

354D

359

363

365

l.Iis. by Act I of20l6, s. 12 (w.e.f. 25-l-2016).
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Section under the
Indian Penal Code

Name of offence and punishment

3768

376C

447

506

509

Sexual intercourse by husband upon his wife during separation.

Sexual intercourse by a person in authority.

Punishment for criminal trespass.

Punishment for criminal htimidation.

Wor4 gesture or act intended to insult the modesty of a woman.]
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